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Welcome

We love a summer fair, especially those laden
with vintage inspired buys. From old
and new crafts to mouth watering foods,

games and displays, community spirit is flourishing as
popular local get togethers deliver a wealth of talent.

We hope with our copyright free projects and great
advice, you'll soon join this wonderfully empowering
craft selling revolution! Why not start with our
dreamy crochet ballerina (p16), complete with

bouquets and spare shoes? Or perhaps Vicky Craxton's bold and bright
fairground rocking horse cushion (p84) has caught your eye! Discover
embroidery with our pretty summer bouquet Peter Pan collar (p28) it's
easy enough for beginners! Or be a homewares star with our muted beach
set on page 94 and upcycled birdhouse ornament on page 60! 

On the business side, we explain the benefits of craft blogging (p43) and
inspire you with our overview of new and re emerging cool crafts (p80) to
mix up your skills a little for 2015. And with so much more to tempt you
this issue we really hope this summer is the season you finally decide to
take the plunge. Happy craftselling!

SOPHIE JORDAN – ACTING EDITOR

p.s. Stop! Don't throw away that tatty craft remnant! Check out this month's
FREE stashbusting project booklet and make lolly from your leftovers!

We bet you won't be able
to resist Vicky Craxton's
rocking horse cushion

84

Quirky makes like this birdhouse 
are set to fly off the shelves

The young at heart will adore
eour pretty ballerina complete

with gorgeous accessories
16

60

Quick and fun to make,
our muted beach hut set 
has mass appeal

94
Try embroidery for 
the first time with 
our Peter Pan collar

28
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Tutu pretty!

Our pretty ballerina girl, Nina

deserves a standing ovation

30-minute make

These cute gift tags are just the

ticket for prettifying your parcels

Pretty little stitches

Add a touch of vintage to your look 

with our embroidered collar

Neapolitan fudge

Our fudge pops are the perfect

no-fuss bake to sell on your stall

Elephantastic!

Customers will never be able to

forget our trio of lovable elephants

27

28

32

46
It’s a cover up!

This crochet shrug will wrap up your

summer style in elegant fashion

Celebrate with us

Seal the deal on special occasions

with our celebratory cards

Summer chic

Add a touch of elegant decadence

with these Art Nouveau papers

From junk to funk

Bring an old book back to life with

this one-of-a-kind birdhouse

Make a crafty tenner

These easy-to-make necklaces

are most definitely worth their salt

49

51

60

Cute floral cardi

Sweeten up any little girl’s outfit

with this oh-so-charming cardigan

Patchwork clutch

Tap into this season’s seventies

trend and bag yourself a profit with

this playful accessory 

Mummy makes

This eye-catching rocking horse

cushion is sure to be a new best 

seller on your craft stall

More ways than one

Shoppers will go starry-eyed for our

beach hut homeware set – perfect

for getting a space summer-ready

70

76

84

94

 Projects  
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36
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You’ll love
our beautifulY

ArtA Nouveau-
inspired papers
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BE AN INSIDER
We want to know what you think. After all, the more 

we know about you the better placed we are to bring 

you the best magazine possible. So we would like to 

invite you to join our online reader panel ‘Insiders’.

Interested? Log on to www.immediateinsiders.com/

register to fill out the short registration survey and 

we’ll be in touch from time-to-time to ask for your 

opinions on the magazine 

and other relevant issues.

We look forward to hearing 

from you soon.

Making news
Get the latest news and highlights
from the world of craft
Dear Craftseller
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Pin it!
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Ask the experts
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It’s so easy to get your hands on the
fantastic crafting goodies that we’re
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Contributors
Meet three Craftseller designers who haver

created projects just for you this issue…

Susanne Frank
Susanne’s timeless child’s cardigan on

page 70 will stand the test of time.

Melanie Sherwood
Buyers will come in their droves to devour

Melanie’s Neapolitan fudge on page 32.

Liz Ward
Put customers into an enchanted spin

with Liz’s ballerina doll on page 16.
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Emily Coltman, Vicky Craxton, Cath Dean, Joanne Dewbury,

Karen Dunn, Jenny Ellory, Susanne Frank, Sue Gent,
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Sarah Moolla, Katie Nicholls, Marie Parry, Melanie Sherwood,

Emma Varnam, Liz Ward, Claire Watkins, Amanda White, 
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Subscriptions and customer enquiries

To place a subscription or order any of our wonderful

sewing, knitting or craft magazines, please call the

subscriptions hotline on 0844 844 0388. It’s open

weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturday 9am-1pm.

Follow us on social media, we’re here:

Facebook Facebook.com/pages/Craftseller

Twitter @CraftsellerMag

Pinterest pinterest.com/craftseller/

Instagram craftsellermagazine

Copyright guidelines for projects

We have requested specific permission from authors, book

publishers and designers so that you can recreate and sell

the projects from this issue. Please credit the designer where

appropriate and when it has been requested. Craftseller is forr

crafting enthusiasts who want to make beautiful, handmade

items to sell. You can individually make as many as you wish

to sell either for yourself, your local event, summer fete or to

raise money for charity. You cannot go into mass production,

which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities,

especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part of this

magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. Please respect

one another’s copyright.

Immediate Media Company Limited is working to ensure that

all of its paper is sourced from well-managed forests.

Immediate Media Company Limited is dedicated to producing the very best consumer
specialist interest magazines, edited and designed to inform our readers, enhance their lives
and give them the best value for money possible. Please visit www.immediatemedia.co.uk
for details of our other publications. We take great care to ensure all elements of Craftseller
are accurate. However, we accept no liability for any misprints or mistakes that appear in 
this magazine. All prices quoted are correct at the time of going to print. 
©Immediate Media Company Limited.

Craftseller is published by:

This magazine can be recycled, for

use in newspapers and packaging.

Please remove any gifts, samples or

wrapping and dispose of it at your

local collection point.

Immediate Media Company Limited, 2nd Floor, Tower House,
Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. Tel: 0117 927 9009
Fax: 0117 934 9008

A SPECIAL MENTION TO

Susanne loves to create meaningful, 

personalised gifts and designing one-of-

a-kind knitted treasures is her speciality. 

Her Etsy shop, HandwerkDesign, is filled 

with beautiful knitted goods, all with their 

own individual quirk. This month, she’s 

spun up a make with a particularly sweet 

sentiment – a child’s floral cardigan that’s 

bound to be treasured for generations. 

Make this precious classic on page 70. 

Melanie has been baking all her life and 

loves nothing more than whipping up a 

batch of sweet treats for birthdays and 

charity cake sales. Labelling herself as 

a “supremely lazy baker,” she favours 

bakes that deliver maximum impact with 

minimum effort. Her fudge pops on page 

32 mirror her no muss, no fuss baking 

mantra. There’s really no excuse not to 

delve in right away!  

Liz has dabbled in lots of different crafts but 

describes herself as a “total crochet nut”. 

She aims to inspire others to take up the 

craft and runs a blog, amigurumibarmy.

blogspot.co.uk, that’s jam-packed with 

quirky crochet tutorials and free patterns. 

Preferring to create crafts full of character, 

her charming ballerina doll on page 16 

is typical of Liz’s unique crafting style.  
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Innov-is V3 
Dedicated embroidery machine

•  Large 300mm x 180mm embroidery a
ideal for larger projects

•  Extra-large long arm - 11.25” (285mm
•  High-speed embroidery 
•  227 built-in embroidery
 designs and 17 fonts
•  Large LCD touch screen -
 including on-screen editing for 

embroidery projects

• 10.1” High-resolution IPS LCD touch screen
•  Advanced intelligent camera eye system
•  360mm x 240mm super large emb
•  11¼” (285mm) long arm 
•  High speed sewing and embroider

up to 1050 per minute 
•  Scanning feature:
 • Line art scanning  

 (Draw it, Scan it, Convert it, Stitc
 • Image scan
 • Stipple and scan
•  Auto Stipple 
•  Custom draw Stippling
•  SFDS Square Feed Drive System,

deliver’s smooth strong feed 
•  Direct dual feed foot

Innov-is XV 
Our Ultimate sewing and embroidery machine

Innov-is 955
Sewing and embroidery machine

•  Advanced automatic needle threader
•  70 embroidery designs,
 plus 126 on CD & 100 on USB Stick 
•  100mm x 100mm embroidery area 
•  129 utility & decorative stitches
•  6 embroidery & 3 sewing fonts 
•  Quick set drop in bobbin 
•  LCD touch screen
•  7 point feed dog  
• 3 year warranty

Innov-is 20LE
Computerised Sewing machine

•  40 stitches
•  5 styles of automatic 1 step button holes
•  Automatic needle threader 
•  Variable stitch length and width control
•  Slide speed control
•  Start/Stop button
•  Needle stop position setting up or down
•  Drop feed
• Twin needle setting
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FREE  

PE-Design 10 

embroidery 

software  

worth £999

 £599
ual Price £799Us

Save  

£200

£299£
plus free  

Learn to SEW  

with Lauren  

book worth  

£24.99

Save 
£30

Scotland
David Drummond Edinburgh EH12 5HD  01315 397 766

Elgin Sewing Centre Keith AB55 5HF  01542 887 000

N J Sewing Polmont FK2 0UF  01324 711 333

Pembertons Sewing Machines Stirling FK8 1HA  01786 462 993

Quilt Creations Inverness IV1 1EP  01463 719 369

North East 
Singer Sewing Centre Whitley Bay NE26 2SY 0191 2525 825

Tully Sewing Machines Sunderland SR1 3JG 0191 5657 995

The Fat Quarters Newcastle upon Tyne NE17 7TN 01207 565 728

UK Sewing Machines Darlington DL3 7JY  01325 463 630

North West 
Bamber Sewing Machines Ltd Eccles M30 7HY 01617 077 786

Cumbria Sewing Barrow in Furness LA14 1DS  01229 823 714

Hobkirks Sewing Machines Limited Blackburn BB2 2AJ 01254 693 555

Hobkirks Sewing Machines Limited Bury BL9 0LQ 01617 644 450

Lord’s Sew Knit Centre Accrington BB5 3DE 01254 389 171

New Generation Isle of Man IM9 6AQ  01624 836 301

R&T Machines (Domestic Sales) Blackburn BB1 2AL 01254 520 63

Superior Sewing Centre Cumbria CA3 8PW 01228 599 880

Temptations Lancaster LA2 7HQ 01524 261 868

Yorkshire & Humberside 

Gillies Fabrics York YO1 8SW 01904 626 244

Grimsby Sewing & Knitting Grimsby DN32 9DR 01472 343 921

Howdens Huddersfield HD1 6BL 01484 516 700

Sewing Machines and Crafts Keighley BD21 1AD 01535 609 466

Woodseats Sewing Machines Ltd Sheffield S8 0RY 0114 255 2822

Midlands 

Brewers Wolverhampton WV2 3AF 01902 458 885

Binders Sewing Centre Peterborough PE 5BA  01733 340 449

Couling Sewing Machines Lincoln LN5 8AN 01522 521 841

Craft Central Burton On Trent DE14 3QZ  01283 568 857

Creative Hands 2 Worcester WR1 2LU 01905 249 40

DC Nutt Sewing Machines Walsall WS3 3SS 01922 497 603

E L Grain Nottingham NG6 8UY 0115 927 1155

F L Nutt Sewing Machines Birmingham B14 7AA 0121 444 3978

GSUK Nottingham NG2 3DE  0115 844 8000

GUR Enterprise (UK) Ltd Birmingham B19 3QN 0121 359 7440

L & M Nutt Sewing Machines Birmingham B73 5BS 0121 373 5497

Sewing Machine Centre Shrewsbury SY1 1XJ 01743 343 902

East Anglia
Beccles Sewing Machines Beccles NR34 9TB 01502 714 234

Bedford Sew & Knit Limited Bedford MK41 7LE 01234 217 096

Franklins Group Limited Colchester C02 7DU 01206 563 955

Franklins Group Limited Ipswich IP1 3EL 01473 221 188

Franklins Group Limited Chelmsford CM2 0LG 01245 346 300

Sew Creative Bury St Edmonds IP33 1NE 01284 755 459

Sew Creative Cambridge CB1 1LD 01223 350 691

Sew Creative Norwich NR3 1LE 01603 305 888

Sewing Machine World Kings Lynn PE30 5DD  01553 773 362

Sew Northampton Northampton NN1 4DX 01604 637 200

Wales 

J & B Sewing Machine Co Ltd Newport NP19 4SY 01633 284 646

Sewing Machine Direct Wrexham LL12 0PJ 08000 925 215

South East 
Art of Sewing Eastleigh SO50 5LD 02380 650 808

Ashford Sewing Centre Ashford TN23 1JH 01233 620 948

Brighton Sewing Centre Brighton BN1 1YD 01273 621 653

C & A Sewing Machines Ltd Cranleigh GU6 8NE 01483 267 777

CCB Sewing Machines Rochester ME1 1HS 01634 841 597

Cooper Sewing Machines Ltd Borehamwood WD6 1FJ 02082 361 520

Dowlings Wickford SS11 8YJ 01268 562 022

Eastleigh Sewing Centre SO50 5LD  02380 650 808

Fareham Sewing Fareham PO16 0EH 01329 234 641

GTS Sewing Machines Banbury OX16 9PQ 01295 701 384

Lewisham & Deptford S/Mcs London SE8 3NT 02086 921 077

Maidstone Sewing Centre Maidstone ME14 1ED 01622 670 254

Regent Sewing and Knitting Ltd Ilford IG1 2AG 02084 780 669

Rona Sewing Machines Waltham Cross EN8 7BX 01992 640 250

Sew Devine Reading RG6 1JQ 01189 268 664

The Sewing Centre Battersea SW11 3BP 0207 2283 022

The Sewing Shop Canterbury CT1 2HX 01227 457 723

Tysons Sewing Machines Limited Southall UB1 3DA 0208 5741 750

Tysons Sewing Machines Limited Hounslow TW3 1NW 0208 5706 790

Woking Sewing & K/M Centre Woking KT15 3NY 01932 352 958

South West 
Bredons Taunton TA1 3NB 01823 272 450

*H�L�*YHM[Z Weston Super Mare BS24 6SE 01934 838 327

Direct Sewing Machines Redruth TR15 2BY 01209 216 942

Exeter Sewing Machine Company Exeter EX1 2LD 01392 275 660

Franklins Group Limited Salisbury SP2 7SU 01722 554 466

Stewart’s House of Fabric Wareham BH20 4AG   01929 551 191

The Stitch Academy Taunton TA1 1NZ 07547 006 618
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MAKING A SPLASH

Making News

BATH CRAFT institution, The Makery, is

heading for the big city and opening a

new branch in John Lewis, Oxford Street.      

The workshop space in the centre of the

store’s famed haberdashery department

will host weekly evening and lunchtime

workshops, and you can also pick up the

Makery’s crafty kits to get creative at home!

Find out more and add workshop dates to

your diary at themakery.co.uk/johnlewis. 

shop for all the latest craft trends, dates and celebs…Welcome to your one-stop s

1We escaped to the country for our SS15

Seasonal collection, taking inspiration

from stately manors and English gardens

– think intricate flowers, topiary knot

gardens and antique garden furniture.

2 If you want to turn your passion for

making things into a career, you need 

to love what you do and make sure it

reflects who you are. Don’t be afraid to

start and don’t worry about the end or

where it will lead. Often, it’s the journey

that’s the greatest bit of all.

3 The best thing about our jobs is

being able to create beautiful things,

inspired by what we that have nevere love, tha

even existed beforee.

Check out the SS 2015 Seasonal and Contempntemporary

collections at tattydevine.com.

MINUTES 
WITH

TATTY 
DEVINE

BEST IN SHOW
Get your craft on aat The Contemporary

Craft Fair at Boveyy Tracey, Devon. Taking

place from 5–7th JJune, the show features

some of the UK’s mmost exciting designer/

makers. Catch a wworkshop on everything

from printmakingg and papercutting to

jewellery making.. Book your tickets (£8

each) at craftsatbooveytracey.co.uk.

MAILED WITH LOVE
Discover the lost art of letter writing with new book,

Snail Mail by Michelle Mackintosh (Hardie Grant,l

£14.99). It beautifully explores hand-crafted stationery

and the romance of handwritten letters. Featuring

stamp templates, cut-out postcard designs and

swoon-worthy photography, it’s sure to inspire you.
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A warm welcome awaits you at The

Sewing Shop, Canterbury. This sewing

and knitting emporium is filled with

fabulous fabrics, yarns, gifts and

gorgeous trimmings sourced from

around the world, plus a large collection

of dress patterns. There are also dozens

of workshops to get involved in, ranging

from dressmaking and crocheting to

patchwork and quilting. Find out more

at thesewingshopcanterbury.co.uk.

EVERYMAN

June is Everyman

Male Cancer

Awareness Month.

Support this great

cause and hold a

bake sale – find

out more and get

involved at icr.ac.uk.

SUGAR-FREE

Test your baking

skills and whip up

some sugar-free

cakes to support

Diabetes Week

from 14–20th June.

diabetes.org.uk.

TROUSERS

Wrong Trousers Day

is Friday 26th June.

Wear your silliest

set of slacks and

host a cake sale in

aid of wallaceand

gromitcharity.org.

Bake some treats this month to
help raise funds for these three

fantastic charities…

FATHER’S DAY 

INSPIRATION
GIVE THE MEN in your life a spec

gift this Father’s Day with our pic

of the coolest buys. Music-loving

dads will love a soundwave prin

of their favourite song (£25, Hou

of Eve at Not on the High Street)

while fashion fans won’t be able

resist this felt satchel (£45, Ram

at Etsy). If you need a gift for a n

dad, then don’t miss this sweet

personalised book (£15.95, Louis

Brown at Not on the High Street)

THIS MONTHH’S SELLER 
RUPERT BLAMIRE

Rupert started his Bristol studio in 1996,

specialising in hand-thrown terracotta

kitchenware, and now employs a team of six

making his unique designs. Each piece is hand-

glazed, and the range includes everything from

olive oil decanters to tapas plates and bowls. See

more of Rupert’s work at rupertblamire.com.

tillyandthebuttons.com

Find step-by-step guides to sew your own clothes, 

plus lots of handy tips to help

beginners get to grips with dressmaking.

apairandasparediy.com

We’ve got a bit of a crush on this quirky-cool blog 

– the DIY projects are bound to inspire.

merimeri.com

There are cool cards and gift packaging buys

aplenty at this sweet site. Plus, stock up on 

the seriously cute cookie cutters!

Our pick of the best from the
world of online this month…

SUPER SITES

Charity Dates

VISIT: The  
Sewing Shop
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LETTERS

Crafty
Blog

f

www.fallfordiy.com

his site is great

r bang-on-trend

ojects designed to

an instant update

our wardrobe, 

iors and

ssories collection. 

IY jewellery

on is particulary

I’m addicted!

W, BLACKPOOL

Email yourletters@craft-seller.com with your latest crafting and selling
he star letter wins an Abakhan prize! 

Rock on!
I’M A TERRIBLE KNITTER, crochet makes me

cross and my sewing machine hates me. It was only

after I had my second child (and second round of

horrible sleep deprivation) that I found my craft

calling. I was on maternity leave from my job and I

needed to stay creative. I’ve always drawn, painted,

designed and collected pebbles, so I decided to

combine these interests and create my own craft

business. After struggling to coin a brand name,

my husband helpfully said, “Melly, this stuff you’re

doing, well, it’s just odd!” And so that’s how I

came up with the company name, Mellody Design.

MELISSA BENTLEY, LEEDS

We love how you’v

these

Y

yo

fo

10 Craftseller

Dear Craftseller

I WAS FEELING RATHER low when my mum

suggested that I take up a hobby to help me focus

on something and to relax. So, I bought a sewing

machine and a book on how to make cloth art dolls.

This soon became an obsession and I decided to

take the leap and set up my craft selling business,

Pixie-Crafts, making pixie dolls. At the beginning of

this year, I decided to move in a new direction and

taught myself how to crochet. I discovered some

wonderful patterns and have now launched a whole

new range of crochet dolls. I feel so lucky to be

creating items that make people smile, and to have

met so many lovely people through craft.

AMY HARROLD, SAWTRY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

We do hope that crafting has lifted your spirits –

your makes have certainly made us smile.

I AM ONLY TRULY happy when I have a project on the go, my most recent

being these pretty hang-ups. I’ve just started selling them on my Etsy shop,

MyPrettyHangUp, and am attending my first craft fair soon. It’s a huge learning

curve for me and I’m so grateful for all the tips and advice I get from Craftseller.

JACKIE WARD, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, SUSSEX

Good luck for your first craft fair – fingers crossed it’s a sell-out success!

What a doll
 

Merry maker

Email yourletters@cra
stories – th

Makes with a
cute factor are

big sellers

Hang ups are
a great way to
display jewellery

Th

for
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to yo

inter

acces

The D

select

good –

KIM LAW

gn.                                                 

you ve set your own trend with 

these unique makes. 

You’ve fou

our craft 

orte! 

These pebbles
make precious
keepsakes

Crochet gives 
Amy’s dolls a 
more defined 

finish 



CHARITY CRAFTER
I DO FREEHAND MACHINE embroidery,

and sell handmade patches on my Etsy store.

I tend to focus on pop culture icons, but

provide a more personal option with my pet

patches. I also run a creative scheme called

The Blood Bag Project, which uses craft to

raise awareness of a rare blood disorder called

Diamond Blackfan Anaemia. The project

asks people to craft their own textile blood

bags and send them to the project, as well as

encouraging them to donate blood. So far,

over 400 people have participated.

LEIGH BOWSER, LEEDS

What a great initiative, Leigh. Well done., g

STAR LETTER PRIZE!
This month our star letter

writer wins £50 worth

of vouchers to spend at

abakhan.co.uk
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Crafty
talks
Here are some
of our favourite
posts and tweets 
this month…

Search for Craftseller

on facebook.com
Tweet us
@craftsellermag

rs@
craft-seller.com

Dear Craftseller, 2nd Floor,r

Tower House, Fairfax
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN

Who needs clubbing

when you have the new

Craftseller in the house?r

@STRAWBEESD

Thanks for the free

Scottie Dog fabric pattern

#qualityfreebie

@353250LISA

Lie-in followed by

post of the new

@CraftsellerMag

@RHIAN82

Using Craftseller papersr

to create a super birthday

card #handmade #bam

@ZWKAHANDCRAFTS

How adorable are these

eroes in Craftseller?

for the weekend

MYTVR

I HAVE ALWAYS DRAWN or stitched so pencils, needles and

thread have been my constant companions. I take great joy in

discovering new crafts but have a particular interest in knitting

crochet and beadweaving. I have now set up a website and have

decided to find a stall at a craft market this year to start selling

my makes. I find a limitless source of inspiration from flowers,

birds, butterflies and walks in the countryside. I find being creat

really does bring much contentment and happiness to my life.

PAULINE KENNINGTON, ROSSENDALE, LANCASHIRE

We’re sure your makes bring happiness to your customers, to
u cco h Craftseller style guidelines

The time is now
I’VE BEEN CRAFTING ALL my life but when I hit 50, 

I decided that if I was ever going to start a business,

it was now or never. I’m so glad that I finally took

the plunge. It has been a steep learning curve but

I’ve enjoyed all the tasks involved from getting to

grips with the Mac to experimenting with craft stall

displays. These days, I mainly papercraft and sew

and I just love designing my beanbag dolls, which

are my best sellers. To this day, I still never fail to

get a buzz when someone buys one of my creations

at the craft fair. It makes it so worthwhile.

MARIE RANDELL, BRISTOL

You learn something new every day as a craft

seller. 

LETTERS

Star 
LETTER

Creative contentment

sup

fect

A

bj ct to editing in accordanc

ore, Marie. 
p

Per

@S

ti

oo.
s

yourletters@
c f

g,

e

every

ubt you’ll learn heaps mm

l

, 

ve 

Letters areL tt

Stitched facial
features give a
classic charm  



PIN IT

summer, soak up some Mediterranean glamour
th easy elegance and stylish sophistication 
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PIN IT

1 Walda Navy
Jersey Jumpsuit,
£79, Straw Sun Hat, £25, 
Lillian Bracelet, £15, Flora Wedge Espadrilles    
£79, phase-eight.com 2 Selected Items from 
B&Q 3 Beach Umbrella, £55, oliverbonas.com    
4 Gold Anchor Bangle, £80, englishabode.com
5 Silk Abstract Printed Model Scarf, £175,
jaeger.co.uk 6 Parasol Print Crop Bustier, £15
High Waist Bikini, £11, southbeachofficial.
com 7 Gold Crystal Starfish Ring, £18.95,
whatsabouttown.com 8 Cluster Enamel Ring
£8, peopletree.co.uk 9 Anchor Gold Satin
Fabric, £8, spoonflower.com 10 Seashell 
Nautical Gift Wrap, £18.30, zazzle.co.uk   
11 Fragranced Candles, £8, next.co.uk 
12 Linea Maritime Dinnerware, houseoffraser
co.uk 13 Floppy Spring Hat by Ben De Lisi,
£22, debenhams.com 14 Natural Lipstick
in Just Red, £6.95, benecos.co.uk 15 Porter
Sunglasses, £15, joythestore.com 16 Necklace
£29.95, landsend.co.uk 17 Shore Blue Lantern
£10, george.com 18 Picnic Basket, £88, 
lesjardinsdelacomtesse.com 19 Quilted Bag,
£25, mandco.com 20 Marianne Crossover
W d i C l f £ hi ffWedge in Coral Reef, £55, whitestuff.com

5, 
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PLUS

Our NEW

HYDRO SPA

is NOW

OPEN!

Order over the telephone: 01926 882818 or 0800 505 3300
Email us: yarn@woolwarehouse.co.uk
No minimum order. £2.95 delivery charge for UK orders under £25.
*Voucher code not valid on yarn packs or sale items.

warehouse co uk
O
E
N
*

R
DELIVE

on orders
over £25

yarn     patterns & books     needles & hooks      accessories     buttons     ribbons  

rder online: wwwwooFREE UKK
RY

www.woolwarehou
co.uk

use.

aron Simply Soft

3.99per 170g ball

Caro

Cascade 220 Superwash

6.49
per 100g ball

Stylecraft Special DK

1.79
per 100g ball

Style

All the knitting

& crochet

supplies you’ll   

ever need... 

...all under one ro
of!

We’re proud stockists of al
l these leading brands! 

™

Get 
10%

OFF EVERYTHING!*Voucher code:
CS50



Stash it!

SHOPPING
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Take crafty inspiration from our pick of new products

Emerald green polka bias binding, and passion, £3.50, dmccreative.co.uk  
• DMC h.co.uk

.99, thelittlebuttonshop.co.uk 

is.com • Visage textiles fat quarter bundle in bright polka dot, £8, hobbycraft.co.uk 
• Felt rainbow coloured charm pack, £8.90, guthrie-ghani.co.uk

Classic pinking shears, £37.

Pear tape measure in yellow, £8, johnlew

frumble.co.uk Natura Just£2, f ble co uk • Natura Just Cotton yarnCotton yarn in geraniumin geranium
C stranded cotton embroidery thread, £1.05, backstitch

rs co uk • 20 funkyrs.co.uk 20 funky patterned cloud buttonspatterned cloud buttons £1,
ured satin ribbon pack, £4.50, oliverbonas. m.com

99 fiska99, fiska
• Colou



Tutu pretty!
Reignite that childhood passion for beautiful ballet with ou

ballerina, and plié your way to a good profit this summer! By
r crochheth
y Liz WWardW

MAKE A
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR£10

FOR £30

CROCHET IT
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W
ith grace and beauty floating

across the stage to a full-

orchestral accompaniment and

curtsying to rapturous applause, it’s no surprise

that little (and big) girls everywhere dream

of being ballerinas. This gorgeous creation

epitomises all we know and love about them

– full tulle skirts, ribbon-styled hairdos and a

bounty of appreciative bouquets. What’s not

to like? Created in just three hours, this great

make will dance off the shelves, filling up your

order book in no time. Master it and you could 

make up all the individual elements ready for

assembly at a moment’s notice.

INFORMATION

Materials

* 50g Rico Essentials Cotton DK in

Rose (01), Cherry (04), Lilac (06),

Magenta (13), Berry (15), Emerald

(45), Nature (51), Lemon (62),

Nougat (78), Pistachio (84) and

White (80)

* 3.5mm crochet hook

* Safety toy eyes – 12mm

* Wool needle

* Toy stuffing

* Stitch marker

* Pink ribbon

* Embroidery thread

* Pink net

*  Fabric glue

Size: 30 x 15cm (12 x 6in)

Skill level: Moderate

SAFETY FIRST Our ballerina is not designed

as a toy or meant for young children.

Always ensure your work is well-made

and any loose parts are securely attached. 

Remember, if you intend to sell our

ballerina, even if not sold as a toy, there

are strict regulations you must adhere to. 

Visit craft-seller.com for more advice.

ABBREVIATIONS

chhh chainhh
dc double crochet
d 2tdc2tog d bl h t th tdouble crochet the next

two stitches together
dtr double treble crochet
sl st slip stitch
st/sts stitch/stitches
tr treble crochet

How to make the ballerina
Head and body

piece.

Starting in Nougat yarn make a magic ring and

work 6dc into the ring. 6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 2: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 3: (dc in the first 2sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 4: (dc in the first 3sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 5: (dc in the first 9sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 33sts.

Round 6: (dc in the first 10sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 36sts.

Round 7: (dc in the first 11sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 39sts.

Round 8: (dc in the first 12sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 42sts.

Round 9: (dc in the first 13sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 45sts. Change to Nature yarn.

Round 10: (dc in the first 14sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 48sts.

Round 11: (dc in the first 15sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 51sts.

Round 12: (dc in the first 16sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 54sts.

Place two stitch markers on the next row 12sts

apart to mark where you will put the toy eyes.

Rounds 13-14: dc in each st to the end. 54sts.

Round 15: (dc2tog, dc in next 7sts) repeat to 

end. 48sts.

Round 16: (dc2tog, dc in next 6sts) repeat to 

end. 42sts.

Round 17: (dc2tog, dc in next 5sts) repeat to 

end. 36sts.

Round 18: (dc2tog, dc in next 4sts) repeat to 

end. 30sts.

Round 19: (dc2tog) repeat to end. 15sts.

Put the working loop onto a stitch holder and

attach the toy eyes to the head in the places you 

marked on round 13.

Stuff the head with toy stuffing.

Put the working loop back on the hook and

continue.

Round 20: (dc in the first 4sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 21: dc in each st to the end. 18sts.

Change to Rose yarn at the end of this round.

Round 22: (dc in the first 5sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 21sts.

Round 23: dc in each st to the end. 21sts.

Round 24: (dc in the first 6sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 25: dc in each st to the end. 24sts.

Round 26: (dc in the first 7sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 27sts.

Round 27: dc in each st to the end. 27sts.

Round 28: (dc in the first 8sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 29: dc in each st to the end. 30sts.

Round 30: (dc in the first 9sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 33sts.

Round 31: dc in each st to the end. 33sts.

Round 32: (dc in the first 10sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 36sts. 

Round 33: dc in each st to the end. 36sts.

Round 34: (dc2tog, dc in next 10sts) repeat to 

end. 33sts.

d with
Play around

d style
colours andy

to create fferent
t reate dif

y
c

charactersr te diff
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Round 35: (dc2tog, dc in next 9sts) repeat to 

end. 30sts.

Round 36: (dc2tog, dc in next 3sts) repeat to 

end. 24sts.

Rounds 37-39: dc in each st to the end. 24sts.

Fasten off. Stuff the body but leave the gap at 

the bottom of the body open.

Arms

Make 2 using Nature yarn. 

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the ring. 

6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 2: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 18sts.

Rounds 3 & 4: dc in each st to the end. 18sts.

Round 5: bobble stitch in first st, dc in each st to 

end. 18sts.

Round 6: (dc2tog, dc in next 4sts) repeat to 

end. 15sts. 

Round 7: (dc2tog, dc in next 3sts) repeat to 

end. 12sts. 

Rounds 8-12: dc in each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 13: dc2tog, dc in each st to the end. 

11sts.

Rounds 14-19: repeat rounds 8-13. 10sts. 

Rounds 21-27: dc in each st to the end. 10sts.

Cut the yarn leaving a long tail and pull through 

loop to secure.

Stuff firmly with toy stuffing. Sew in place on 

either side of the body.

Weave the yarn through the last 10sts to close.

Legs

Make 2 using Nature yarn. 

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the ring. 

6sts.

Round 1: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 9sts.

Rounds 2-4: 2dc in the first st, dc in each st to 

end. 12sts at end of round 4.

Rounds 5-30: dc in each st to end. 12sts.

Cut the yarn leaving a long tail and pull 

through loop to secure.

Stuff firmly with toy stuffing.

Place the legs inside the body slightly and sew 

in place. 

Hair bun

Make 1 in Nougat yarn.

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the ring. 

6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 2: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 3: (dc in the first 2sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 4: (dc in the first 3sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 5: (dc in the first 9sts, 2dc in the next st) 

repeat to end. 33sts.

Round 6: (dc in the first 10sts, 2dc in the next 

st) repeat to end. 36sts.  

Rounds 7-8: dc in each st to the end.

Round 9: (dc2tog, dc in next 4sts) repeat to 

end. 30sts.

Round 10: (dc2tog, dc in next 3sts) repeat to 

end. 24sts.

Round 11: (dc2tog, dc in next 2sts) repeat to 

end. 18sts. 

Round 12: (dc2tog, dc in next st) repeat to end. 

12sts. Stuff with toy stuffing.

Round 13: (dc2tog) repeat to end. 6sts.

Fasten off and sew closed the gap at the base.

Take a long length of yarn and thread through 

the base to the top, then around the bun, repeat 

until all the bun is covered to create the hair.

Repeat this process with the head of the doll so 

that face is framed with hair.

Stitch the bun on top of the head and finish with 

a pink ribbon.

Create the face

Use black embroidery thread and work three 

short line stitches out from the outside corner 

of each eye to form the lashes.

Use Nature yarn to work a few short stitches 

between the eyes to create the nose.

Use pink embroidery thread to work a V stitch 

under the nose to form the mouth.

Skirt

Take half a meter of net 15-20cm (6-8in) 

wide and gather along the top edge with 

strong thread.

Place around the ballerina and tie in place. 

Cover the gather with a pink ribbon. Glue or 

sew in place to secure.

Shoes 

Make 1 pair in Rose and 1 in Magenta as a 

spare pair! 

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the 

ring. 6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Rounds 2-3: 2dc in the first st, dc in each st to 

end. 14sts at end of round 3.

Round 4: dc in each st to end. 14sts.

Change from working in the round to working

in rows back and forth to create the next part

of the shoe. 

Row 1: dc in the first 10sts. 10sts.

Rows 2-6: ch1, turn, dc in the next 10sts.

10sts.

Row 7: dc2tog, dc in the next 6sts, dc2tog.

8sts.

Fasten off, 

Fold the last row in half and sew together to

create the shoe. Attach pink ribbon to each

side.

Place on the doll and wrap the ribbon around

the legs in a criss-cross pattern. Glue or sew in

place to secure.

Flowers

Make lots of flowers in different shades of

pinks, lilac, green and lemon.

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the

ring. 6sts.

Round 1: (sl st, 2tr) in each st. 5 petals.

Fasten off pulling yarn tight to create flower.

Leaf

Make 3 for each bouquet in Pistachio yarn.

Row 1: Ch 3, (4tr and 2dtr) in the last ch

from the hook.

Fasten off, pulling the yarn tight to create the

leaf.

Bouquet

Make in White yarn.

Make a magic ring and work 6dc into the

ring. 6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 2: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next

st) repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 3: (dc in the first 2sts, 2dc in the next

st) repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 4: (dc in the first 3sts, 2dc in the next

st) repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 5: (dc in the first 4sts, 2dc in the next

st) repeat to end. 36sts.

Round 6: (dc in the first 5sts, 2dc in the next

st) repeat to end. 42sts.

Fasten off. Roll up the fabric like an ice cream

cone and sew together to keep the shape.

Stuff lightly, then sew the leaves and flowers

in place, using the photo on page 17 as a

guide to help you with the positioning.

CROCHET IT
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1
Think about key times to promote

your ballerina. With school summer

fairs coming up and busy outdoor

markets you have a great opportunity to

maximize sales. This could be an ideal

time to increase advertising, run a special

promotion or offer a limited edition version.

2
Make a great first impression.

People only spend seconds looking

at a website, so make sure that great

images are the first thing they see.

3
Put your fingers in different pies!

Don’t rely on just one medium, like

your website, for sales. Try your

products in online marketplaces like Etsy

and Folksy, ask local indy retailers if you can

sell in their shops and do craft markets so

people can see the quality of your products.

4
Take a two-pronged approach 

when designing your website. Use 

photos that appeal to people, and 

words that speak to search engines. People 

Follow our top selling tips to make sure your 
ballerinas pirouette off the shelves this summer

can love your makes, but they need to be 

able to find them first.

5 
Lights, camera, action! If a picture is 

worth a thousand words, then a video 

is worth a million! Videos account 

for the most clicked on posts across social 

media, so set up a YouTube channel and 

build a profile that customers can really 

connect with – you could create animated 

stories for your characters or get known for 

sharing your top making tips.

6
Paint a picture in customers’ minds. 

Display your ballerina so customers 

can see the possibilities of where they 

could put her in their homes. Tell shoppers 

why they should buy her, for example, point 

out that she’d make a lovely decoration for 

a shelf in a girl's bedroom.

7
Keep your brand in front of your 

customers to get repeat sales. Ask 

buyers if you can have their email 

address for marketing, invite them to like 

your Facebook page and give them an 

incentive to recommend a friend.

8
Safety first. Our ballerina is not a toy, 

so make this clear to customers by 

displaying a poster on your stall, or 

including it in the description online.

9
Stashbuster! Use leftover yarns from 

other projects to make the flowers 

and hair to cut down on making costs. 

Use good-quality yarns though, as this is a 

gift that will be kept for years to come.

10
Go the extra mile. Provide care 

instructions for your products – 

how to clean the ballerina if she 

gets mucky, and suggest she is displayed 

out of direct sunlight. You could also include 

information about where she was made and 

why she's unique. People love a story and 

this will make your brand memorable.

NOW SELLING ON... 

Etsy: Crochet Ballerina Doll by  
Red Fox Stitches, £24.13

Blossomandbear.com: Crochet 
Ballerina by Blossom & Bear, £22.50

ETSY: Amigurumi Ballerina Doll by 
Cornish Rose Diaries, £30

CROCHET IT
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biggest sellers!
Anna and Travis Day have built their business up by sharing their joy for life
on Facebook which has turned into big sales on Folksy… By Karen Dunn

L
ast year was an amazing time for

Anna and Travis Day. In 12 months,

they’ve gone from opening up their

shop, Buttonsy, on Folksy to becoming the

site’s biggest seller of the year, retailing

over 3,000 pieces of gorgeous jewellery.

Much of Anna and her husband

Travis’ success can be traced to their

overwhelmingly popular Facebook page,

which has attracted over 42,000 followers

all embracing the couple’s positive outlook

on life. Meeting Anna, 35, and Travis, 29, at

their home in a pretty Derbyshire village,

you can immediately tell their joyful online

personalities aren’t an act, as they prove to

be possibly the most positive people on the

planet. The happy couple, who spend all of

their time together coming up with ideas

and crafting from their garage, are a great

example of hard work paying off with their

jewellery selling out in seconds. We settled

down with Anna, a cup of tea and some

tasty homemade shortbread, to find out

how they built their successful handmade

business so quickly…

“I have the best job in the world. I get

to work with my husband all day and

make things that I love. I mean, how

many people can say they get to wander

around fields picking dandelions for their

job? I must admit though, if you’d told

me a year ago that I’d be earning a living

by selling my jewellery designs online, I

wouldn’t have believed you. I’ve always

loved crafting and have been making since

I was a little girl, spending holidays at my

grandma’s in Finland creating all sorts of

things. I dabbled with making jewellery

before, but it was only ever a hobby.

Before Buttonsy began, I was

working with young people for Victim

Support. I then went to bible college in

Kentucky and that’s where I met Travis.

Within five months we were married and,

after spending a few months in the US, we

returned home to the UK in 2011.

However, when we got back we

struggled to find work. So, I started making

a bit of jewellery to sell on eBay in an effort

to try and tide us over until we could find

decent jobs. I’d sit on our bed with a tray

on my lap making different pieces – mainly

from buttons, hence the name Buttonsy -

and sales gradually began trickling in.

In July 2012, Travis came up with the

idea of setting up a Facebook page for

the business. I was unsure at first, but he

persuaded me to give it a go and I’m so glad

he did. We decided it wouldn’t be a selling

page as such. It would be a positive and

happy place where we would look for the

good in every day and never give the hard

sell. We gained followers straight away,

which was a huge surprise. I think the

main thing that draws people to the page is

our ‘Jar Of Joy’ posts. During the previous

year, I’d write one positive thing that had

happened each day on a piece of paper and

then I’d put it in a jar. This meant if I ever

needed a pick-me-up, I could look at all

the good I had. The joy jar on the Facebook

page was a similar initiative that people

embraced, helping our likes to shoot up.

The biggest turning point was when

we started getting enough sales through

Facebook for us to stop selling on eBay.

It felt like a real milestone and made us

value our business even more. Our designs

had evolved so much and we’d learnt so

many new skills, that we became more

confident in the quality of our products.

We only make things we would like for

ourselves. Our dandelion head necklaces,

for example, came about simply because

I’m obsessed with dandelions and wanted

to find a way to keep one for myself.

Now they’re one of our best sellers.

We get copied a lot by other makers, but

there’s no point letting it get you down.

Instead, I turn it into a positive by coming

up with new ideas to make sure we’re

always looking forward and improving. PH
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“We’re Folksy’s

”

REAL LIFE
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“I have the best job in the 
world. I get to work with 
my husband all day and 
make things that I love.”



Clockwise from top left: As a rule, Anna only makes things 
that she loves herself; the brand has become a Folksy 
household name; the couple work from their rather gleeful 
garage; fresh flowers often feature in Buttonsy makes; 
Anna has always loved crafting but she only started selling 
her jewellery creations four years ago

REAL LIFE



creatively. I decided to email someone I 

knew at Folksy to get her opinion about 

our business. I couldn’t believe it when 

she emailed back to tell me that I didn’t 

have anything to worry about and we were 

actually Folksy’s biggest sellers of 2014! 

We were the site’s seller of the week in 

January, which was very exciting and we’ve 

got big plans for 2015. We’ve already made 

the big leap of changing over to sterling 

“As soon as we would 
upload stock to the site, 

it would sell out. We wish
we could keep up.”

At the beginning of 2014 we decided to 

look for other ways to sell our jewellery. 

We’d tried a couple of craft markets, but 

the sales weren’t great and preparing for 

them was quite stressful. We looked at 

a few selling sites and picked Folksy. It, 

being British, really appealed to us as we 

felt we would get lost on Etsy. However, 

nothing could prepare us for the year that 

followed. As soon as we would upload stock 

to the site it would sell out. We had to keep 

the shop in holiday mode most of the time 

and then upload in batches a couple of 

times a month when we had made enough 

stock. Often items will sell out in minutes, 

sometimes seconds. We wish we could 

keep up with demand but we couldn’t 

work through the night all the time!

I knew it was going well, but just 

before Christmas, I had a bit of a wobble 

To find out more about 

Buttonsy, follow them at 

www.facebook.com/

Buttonsy or shop their 

jewellery at www.folksy.

com/shops/Buttonsy

Persist and be positive
We get asked all the time how we gained 

42,000 Facebook followers, but the truth 

is, we don’t know. We started by doing 

giveaways, which I suppose helped, but 

I think the main thing was that we were 

persistent. If one type of social media or 

selling site doesn’t work for you, keep 

trying new ones and stay positive – you’ll 

find your niche if you just keep trying.

Take pretty pictures
Good pictures are so important these 

days, even if you’re only selling through 

Facebook. A good image will get shared 

and liked which in turn will bring more 

people to your page and show off your 

items to their full potential.

Get the boring stuff done first
Before you start selling, get an accountant 

or set up an accounting system. I fell 

behind with the figures side of things for a 

while and it became a real weight on my 

shoulders. However, if you know it’s under 

control, you can concentrate on what’s 

really important – being creative.  

Anna’s top three 

craft tips

silver and we’ve introduced new items like 

our Box Of Happy Cards. We also have plans 

for making stationery and homeware. 

I love that our page has become like a 

little community with everybody building 

each other up – we regularly get people 

saying they feel like we’re their friends. 

I never thought making jewellery could 

become my job, let alone be a way to meet 

so many lovely, like-minded people. 

Mostly, I’m just so glad I have Travis to help 

me every step of the way. We couldn’t do it 

without each other.”

Clockwise from top left: Buttonsy products often 
sell out within seconds on Folksy; stock is often 
uploaded in batches; the married duo regularly 

work through the night to keep up with demand

REAL LIFE

24   Craftseller



www.bloomingfelt.co.uk

Specialists in 100% wool felt craft

supplies, buttons, ribbons & more !

10% off with code CS10

Est. 2000 | Devon
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MAKE A 
PROFIT!
MAKE FOR 20P

FOR £3

Cool fabric scraps and salvaged buttons make our tags the 
ideal thrifty make to stock up your stall. By Claire Watkins

MAKE IT

1 Trace the tag 
template on p98 
onto a piece of 
white card and  
cut out.

2  Look for a nice motif on
the fabric and use pinking 
shears to cut a 4 x 4cm  
(11/2 x 11/2in) square with 
the motif in the centre. Cut 
narrow strips of the same 
material to use as ric-rac.

3  Arrange the fabric pieces 
onto the front of the tag, as 
shown, then stick in place 
with PVA glue. Add a button 
to the fabric square (if 
desired) using strong glue.

4  Punch a hole in the 
top of the tag and tie with 
ribbon, to finish.

Spread the glue onto 
the white card in a 

thin layer to prevent 
the card warping 

while drying

TOP TIP

FOR A PACK OF 5
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INFORMATION

Materials
* White card
* Fabric scraps
* Pinking shears
* Pencil
* Hole punch
* PVA glue and strong glue
* Scissors
*  17cm (6¾in) of 10mm wide 

ribbon per tag

Skill level: Easy
Size: 8 x 5cm (3¼ x 2in)



Wrap the inner ring of 
the embroidery hoop 
with narrow fabric 

tape to help keep the 
fabric taut

TOP TIP

STITCH IT
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3  Stitch two burgundy flowers and one rose 
pink flower. To make the dusky pink roses,
stitch two tiny centre stitches and then stitch
four or five longer stitches in a circle so that 
the next stitch starts 1-2mm back and the
ribbon crosses the previous stitch.

4  To create the bow, stitch two loops catching 
the loop with a single stitch, then add the tails 
as a long straight stitch and finish by sewing 
over the middle once. To create the daisy stems, 
work stem stitch with the mint green thread. 
Add some tiny yellow flowers in fly stitch.

Little stitches
Add a pretty vintage touch to your craft stall this summer, with this 
attention-grabbing embroidered Peter Pan collar. By Dorothy Wood

STITCH IT

INFORMATION

Materials
*  Off-white linen measuring 

50 x 70cm (20 x 28in)
*  Lightweight sew-on interfacing 

measuring 50 x 50cm (70 x 70in)
*  1m (39in) each of 4mm-wide silk

ribbon in dusky pink, rose pink,
burgundy, deep blue, yellow 

*  Stranded cotton in mint green, blue
green, deep blue, pink and yellow

*  Sewing thread
*  Fine and medium embroidery

needles 
*  Dressmaker’s shears
*  Embroidery scissors
*  Embroidery hoop
*  Water-soluble marker 
*  Pencil 

Skill level: Easy to moderate

S imple embroidery stitches look 
absolutely stunning worked in a mix
of silk ribbon and stranded cotton to

create pretty summer bouquets. Worked in 
basic stitches, such as straight stitch, French
knots, fly stitch and stem stitch it is the ideal 
way to try embroidery for the first time. 
This pretty design can be used to decorate 
a simple collar that is designed to fit over a 
plain round-neck top. The collar uses very little
fabric, so you can afford to use something 
special, like the gorgeous linen shown here.

1  Trace the back collar and two front collar 
pieces from page 98 onto tracing paper. 
Trace the floral bouquet template so that 
you have both a left and right front collar. 
Position the pattern behind the off-white
linen and trace the shapes onto the fabric 
using a water-soluble pen.

How to make the embroidered collar

2  Cut two pieces of interfacing the same size
as the linen, place behind the linen and insert 
into an embroidery hoop. Thread a needle 
with burgundy ribbon. Make long stitches to 
create the flower. Insert the needle through 
the ribbon as shown in the ribbon stitch 
diagram on page 30, before pulling through.
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7  Layer the interfacing on one back collar. 

Pin and stitch the shoulder seams as shown. 

Trim away the interfacing and trim seams 

to 6mm (¼in). Press seams open. Stitch 

the remaining collar pieces on the shoulder 

seam. Trim and press seams open. 

5 The remaining flowers are worked with 

French knots. Use two strands of blue cotton, 

wrapping the thread three times. Work the 

yellow flowers in ribbon and then fill in with 

some pink flowers, wrapping the thread 

five times. Stitch more stems in olive green 

backstitch using a single strand of cotton.

6  Make the mirror image embroidery 

for the other side of the collar. Trim the 

collar pattern to leave a 1.5cm (½in) seam 

allowance. Cut two front and two back collar 

pieces from linen and two from interfacing 

positioning on the fold line, as shown. 

Fly stitch French knot Ribbon bow Ribbon rose Ribbon stitch

10  Cut two 15cm (6in) lengths of ribbon 

to make a front bow fastening. Fold over 

the raw end and oversew to the top corner 

of the collar. Alternatively you could add a 

pretty button and thread loop to secure. 

EMBROIDERY STITCH GALLERY
Use these stitch diagrams to help you to complete your collar

8 Pin the two collars right sides together. 

Leaving a 10cm (4in) gap at the centre back 

on the top edge, machine stitch with a 1.5cm 

(½in) seam allowance. Trim the seams then 

notch the outer curves as shown and snip 

the inner curves. Trim across the corners.

9  Turn the collar through, easing out 

the corners and curves with the end of a 

chopstick or a blunt knitting needle. Press 

on the reverse side using a water spray 

and hot iron. Turn in the seam allowance at 

the gap. Slipstitch the gap closed.

STITCH IT
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Sewing machines
for beginners to experts

from £99 to £1500

Synonymous with sewing since 1851
Join us on Facebook and Twitter @singersewinguk

www.singerco.co.uk
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We love...
decorated lolly 
sticks for extra 

fun!

BAKE IT
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How to make fudge

For the chocolate layer:

1 Gently melt the chocolate, condensed milk

and butter together in a saucepan, stirring

occasionally. Sieve in the icing sugar and salt and

beat thoroughly until all the sugar is well

combined and the mix starts to become stiffer.

2 Before it sets, pour the mix into the

prepared tin and flatten it down with a

spatula. Leave to cool (not in the fridge) for 30

minutes before starting the next step.

3 While it is still just pourable, tip the mix on

top of the chocolate fudge and smooth 

out. Leave to cool for 1.5 hours at room

temperature, and then for half an hour in the

fridge before starting the next step.

For the vanilla layer:

1 Gently melt the sugar, cream, syrup and

butter in a saucepan, stirring occasionally.

2 Turn up the heat so it starts to boil, pop in

the thermometer and monitor the

temperature. The mix will start to bubble up; stir

occasionally to stop the mix from sticking. When

the mix reaches 116ºC (be patient as this will

take a few minutes), remove the pan from the

heat and wait for the mix to drop back down to

110ºC. Beat in the vanilla and salt and continue

to beat the mix quite vigorously as it cools down

to 60ºC. Remove the thermometer and beat for

3-4 minutes more. It will be quite tough to beat 

by this point as the mix is setting.

For the strawberry layer:

1 Gently melt together the sugar,

condensed milk and butter in a

INGREDIENTS

For the chocolate layer:

* 100g (3½oz) milk chocolate

* 100g (3½oz) dark chocolate

* 200g (7oz) condensed milk

* Pinch of salt

* 12g (½oz) butter

*  50g (1¾oz) icing sugar

For the vanilla layer:

* 230g (8oz) caster sugar

* 200g (7oz) double cream

* 1 desert spoon liquid glucose

* 25g (1oz) butter

* Pinch of salt

* Seeds of half a vanilla pod

For the strawberry layer:

* 220g (7½oz) caster sugar

* 175g (6oz) condensed milk

* 12g (½oz) butter

* Pinch of salt

* 100g (3½oz) finely sliced ripe 

strawberries

*  Squeeze of lemon juice

Special equipment:

Loaf tin lined with baking parchment

Jam thermometer

Cake pop sticks

Time: 3 hours, plus chilling time 

Makes: 10 portions

Skill level: Easy

ALLERGY ADVICE When you are selling

homemade treats like our neapolitan fudge, 

make sure you label all products with clear

allergy warnings. For best practice make

sure you have a full list of the ingredients

used available to give to any customers

who ask. For more information on food

safety advice, visit the Food Standards

Agency at food.gov.uk

saucepan over a low heat, stirring 

occasionally.

2 Turn up the heat so the mixture starts to

boil, pop in the thermometer and monitor

the temperature. The mix will start to bubble up;

stir in the strawberries, salt and lemon at this

point. Continue stirring occasionally to stop the

mix from sticking. When the mix reaches 116ºC 

remove the pan from the heat, then wait for the

mix to drop back down to 110ºC. Now beat the

mix quite vigorously as it cools down to 80ºC.

3 While it is still pourable, tip the mix on top

of the vanilla fudge and smooth out. The

strawberry concoction will be quite dense, so

take care that it doesn’t sink into the vanilla mix. 

Smooth it out as much as you can – you will

need to work quickly, as this one sets fast.

4 Insert cake pop or lolly sticks into the

fudge, and leave to cool at room 

temperature overnight. 

5 The next morning, carefully remove the

fudge from the tin and then cut it into 

blocks using a sharp knife.
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With three types of fudge on a handy lolly stick this nostalgic treat
is the perfect thing to get customers swarming! By Mel Sherwood

Neapolitan fudgeFOR £15

FOR £3

PER STICK



to the digital edition 
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Start  
your free 

trial
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Elephantastic!
Once you get the hang of it, these elephants are super-easy to create  

and make the most amazing home decoration! By Vicky Craxton
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W e think customers will find it hard 
to resist these gorgeous stacking
elephants. Made from stylish 

blue and white oriental fabrics, they’re bang
on-trend for summer homewares, too. They’re
really simple to make and can be whipped up
in just four hours or so, so are ideal for making
to order in fabrics and colours to suit buyers’
decor. Advertise the fact that elephants 
represent strength, protection and good luck 
to make these a sure sales winner.

How to make the elephants

INFORMATION

Materials
*  Oriental Blue Birds and Flowers

cotton fabric measuring 50 x 29cm 
(19¾ x 11½in)

*  Oriental Blue Blossoms cotton 
fabric measuring 48 x 22cm 
(18¾ x 8¼in)

*  Oriental Packed Blossom White 
cotton fabric measuring 38 x 18cm 
(15 x 7¼in)

*  Oriental Stripe Blue and White 
cotton fabric measuring 15 x 16cm 
(5¾ x 6¼in)

*  Oriental Blue Leaf Motif cotton
fabric measuring 19 x 21cm  
(7½ x 8¼in)

*  Navy blue 2mm dot cotton fabric 
measuring 12 x 13cm (4¾ x 5in)

*  90cm (35½in) length of 7mm navy
blue satin ribbon

*  36cm (14¼in) length of 4mm white
piping cord

*  Two 9mm round black plastic toy
safety eyes

* Black embroidery thread
* Sewing thread in white and navy blue
* Polyester toy filling
* Hand sewing needles
* Sewing machine
Stockists
*  Oriental patterned fabrics from 

Fabricguild.co.uk

Size (h x w x d): 36 x 6 x 19cm 
(14½ x 2½ x 7½in)
Skill level: Easy
*Unless stated otherwise, use a 
sewing machine for all the sewing.

SAFETY FIRST These stacking elephants 
are not designed as toys or meant for
young children. Always ensure your work is 
well-stitched and loose parts are securely 
attached. Remember, if you intend to sell 
these elephants, even if not sold as toys, 
there are strict regulations to adhere to. 
Visit craft-seller.com for further advice.

1  Use the templates on page 102 to cut out 
the following: In Blue Birds and Flowers fabric, 
cut two Large Elephant Bodies and two Large 
Legs. In Blue Blossoms fabric, cut two Medium
Elephant Bodies and two Medium Legs. In
Oriental Packed Blossoms White fabric, cut two 
Small Elephant Bodies and two Small Legs. In 
Oriental Blue Leaf Motif fabric, cut four Large 
Ears. In the Oriental Stripe Blue and White fabric,
cut four Medium Ears In the Navy Blue Dot 
fabric, cut four Small Ears. The templates include 
a 0.5cm (¼in) seam allowance so there’s no 
need to add any more.

2  Using a sewing machine, sew each pair of 
ear shapes together with right-sides together 
and leave the short straight end open. Trim
the edges to prevent the fabric bunching up, 
then turn each ear so it is the right side out.
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11  Cut three 30cm (11¾in) lengths of blue

ribbon. Wrap a length of ribbon around each

elephant’s tail and tie in a neat bow, to finish.

3  Press each ear flat with an iron, then turn 

the straight edges in by 0.5cm (¼in) and press 

down. Pin each ear onto the correct body shape 

so it is in the middle and that the ears are level. 

On the small body, position the ear 3cm (1¼in) 

from the top. On the medium body, position the 

ear 3.5cm (1½in) from the top. On the large 

body, position the ear 5cm (2in) from the top. 

Secure each ear in place with a single line of 

stitching down the straight front edge of the ear.

4  Draw a dot on each of the medium 

elephant body shapes, positioned just in front 

of the ear and where the trunk meets the 

head. Make sure the dots are in the same 

place on both body shapes. Cut a small hole 

on the dot and from the front, push the post 

of the eye through and secure the eye in 

place by pushing the washer onto the back.

5  On each of the small elephant body

shapes, positioned just in front of the ear

and where the trunk meets the head, sew a

curved backstitch eye using all the strands of

the black embroidery thread. Make sure the

eyes are level on both body shapes and that

the curves are the right way up (creating a

stretched ‘n’ shape).

6  On each of the large elephant body shapes, 

just in front of the ear and where the trunk 

meets the head, sew a downward curved chain 

stitch eye, using all the strands of the black 

embroidery thread. Make sure the eyes are level 

on both body shapes and that the curve is the 

right way up (creating a stretched ‘u’ shape).

7  On each body shape, pin the correct leg 

shapes in place, so the edges meet and the 

right sides are facing each other. Sew all the 

sides of the legs except the top edge.

8  To make the tails, cut piping cord into

three lengths: 14cm (5½in) for the large

elephant, 12cm (4¾in) for the medium

elephant and 10cm (4in) for the small

elephant. Tie a knot in one end of each tail

leaving 2cm (¾in) of the cord on the end.

Separate the strands of the cord on the short

end to make it fluffy.

9  Pin the body shapes right-sides together. 

Above the back legs, place the knotted end of 

the tail inside the body and pin the other end 

between the edges of the body shapes. On the 

small elephant, put tail 7cm (2¾in) from the 

bottom; on the medium elephant, 9cm (3½in) 

and on the large elephant, 12cm (4¾in). Sew 

body shapes together from top of one leg to top 

of other leg. Cut notches in the tight curves of 

the seams to prevent bunching. Turn through.

10 Stuff each elephant with toy filling and sew 

up the gap between the legs using a blind stitch. 

Place the medium elephant on top of the large 

elephant so they are facing the same way and 

sew the medium elephant’s feet onto the large 

elephant’s back using a blind stitch. Place the 

small elephant on top of the medium elephant 

so all three elephants are facing the same way 

and sew the small elephant’s feet onto the 

medium elephant’s back using a blind stitch.

SEW IT
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1
Extend your range. As well as the

stacking elephants, make individual

elephants as another option for buyers.

Try making smaller versions into keyrings to

increase your elephant range.

2
Add a personal touch. Shoppers love

things that are unique or custom-

made, so why not offer to create the

elephants from customers’ own fabrics that

have special meanings, like baby clothes or

favourite old outfits?

3
Lucky charm! Elephants are ancient

symbols of good luck, strength and

protection. Market this fact and they’ll

soon be snapped up by shoppers looking for

new home and good luck gifts.

4
Make a must-have. Offer limited 

edition versions of your elephants to 

appeal to people who love to collect. 

Use unusual fabrics to create them and let 

past customers have first dibs on them to 

help create a more exclusive feel.

Follow our top selling tips to help maximise the 
profits from your elephants this summer

5
Become the first port of call for 

presents. Get known for luxurious 

packaging to give your makes extra 

gift appeal. Invest in good quality boxes 

and nestle your elephants in tissue paper, 

so unwrapping them becomes an essential 

part of the experience. And remember to 

factor in the packaging when costing.

6
Be active online. Like it or loathe 

it, social media is an important tool 

for reaching customers and can be 

used in really fun ways to create a buzz for 

your brand. Run competitions to name new 

characters, ask customers to post photos of 

their purchases and use it to get feedback 

on how you can improve your products.

7
Give customers a quality make. 

There’s a huge market for high-end 

homewares as people are prepared to 

spend more on items that will be enjoyed 

as part of their furnishings for years to 

come. Use good-quality fabrics and ensure 

all the stitching is finished to a high spec.

8
Choose a neutral backdrop. Our 

elephants are made from busy, 

patterned fabrics, so photograph them 

against a calm background so the detail 

in the fabric stands out. Keep this in mind 

when displaying on a craft stall, too.

9
Be easy to find. Tag your images 

online so customers can find you 

easily. Be as descriptive as you can 

and include words relating to materials, 

colours, size and the type of product it is. 

Think of anything a potential customer 

might type into a search engine.

10
Keep on selling! Make sure 

you put a card or leaflet in the 

packaging telling customers 

what else they can buy from you, or fasten 

the wrapping with a branded sticker to 

encourage people to visit your website.

NOW SELLING ON...

Folksy: Patchwork Soft Stuffed 
Elephant by Miss Buttercup, £35

Etsy: Stuffed Baby Elephant by The 
Little Things Craft Company, £7.50

Etsy: Elephant Toy by Pianissimo Baby 
‘n’ Home, £16.88

W SELLING ON...

SEW IT
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Craft sellers who blog are enjoying increased exposure,
good customer relationships and are contributing to a

growing crafting community By Katie Nicholls

SSELL IT
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A
n afternoon spent perusing some 

of the UK’s varied array of craft 

blogs is a fantastically inspiring 

experience. Beautifully-photographed 

fabrics, richly-coloured yarns and 

mouth-watering bakes intermingle with 

interesting titbits about the blogger’s 

daily lives and vision alongside helpful 

‘how-to’s’. Blogging has become a core 

feature for many craft sellers who find 

that it can benefit their business as well as 

provide an outlet for creativity. Kat Goldin 

(slugsontherefrigerator.com), designer, 

author and co-founder of annual conference 

Blogtacular, is an equally passionate 

advocate and considers her blog, Slugs on 

the Refrigerator, as “a love letter to my life...

something that documents both my work 

and life in a way that we can look back on as 

a family”. Similarly, Lara Messer, a designer/

stylist/photographer, says her blog, Messyla 

(messyla.typepad.com) has introduced 

her to the most “inspiring, encouraging 

community I have ever been a part of”.

Step into the blogosphere
For online craft sellers, a website is a 

place for customers to see your produce 

and (hopefully) click the ‘buy’ button: 

an essential but perfunctory role in any 

business. A blog, however, is somewhere 

to reveal your personality and passion for 

your craft as well as build relationships 

and develop your brand. A successful blog 

can, says Kat, “change the face of your 

business”. Having already run a site for a 

number of years, she had a “ready-made 

audience,” by the time she started selling. 

“It became a symbiotic relationship where 

my blog readers would buy patterns and 

patterns would attract more blog readers.    

I’d already honed my skills in photography, 

which made my items more marketable.  

This package of product, presentation 

and readership was what ultimately led 

me to a publishing deal with Kyle Books.”             

Claire Hughes, social media expert and 

author of Start Your Creative Business in Six 
Weeks or Less, agrees that blogging “can be 

a valuable marketing tool for craft sellers. 

What a blog does is allow you to build up a 

narrative, a picture of your brand over time. 

It enables you to express your creativity and 

elements of your brand. Regularly sharing

your content with followers means that you 

will stay top of their mind without coming 

across with an overbearing ‘sell, sell, sell’.”

Blogging beautiful
Successful blogs are visually-indulgent 

havens where the curious can enjoy 

exquisite photography and inspirational 

styling. “Photography is the most important 

part of blogging,” says Lara. “Try to capture 

images that inspire. Use natural light and 

get your images as bright and crisp as 

possible. Snap what you want your brand 

and blog to portray.” As well as good visuals, 

another way to keep your visitors happy 

is to provide tutorials with step-by-step 

instructions. “Tutorials play a two-fold role 

in my business,” considers Kat. “Firstly, 

people often need additional help and it 

would be silly for me to link out to someone 

else’s site. Secondly, they are the biggest 

draw of traffic on Slugs on the Refrigerator. 

Pinterest alone accounts for 40-50k visits 

a month and those will, for the most part, 

be tutorials that have been pinned. A lot of 

customers come back for new patterns and 

buy into the other things I am doing.” This is 

an experience shared by Lara whose tutorials 

act as an “online portfolio”.

Getting noticed
The crafty blogosphere is a busy place and, 

says Lara, “the bar has been set very high,” 

so getting noticed can be a challenge. Lara’s 

approach to getting a heads up? “Showing 

your personality is the easiest and most 

effective way to progress. You have interests 

you love, you have skills, flair and style 

that are all unique to you. Share all these 

wonderful talents and quirky likes and I can 

guarantee the following will come. Providing 

a service is also the greatest way to increase 

blog traffic, engagement and rank highly on 

Google. This could be in the form of a gluten-

free cake recipe, a crochet pattern for a mini 

orange or a guide to planting succulents.” 

Good content is key to blogging success, as 

is linking with other sites – both inbound 

and outbound. They serve each other: if 

visitors like your content, they’ll link to 

your blog; the more people that link to your 

blog, the higher your Google ranking and 

the more people will find you. Claire Hughes 

also suggests maximising on other social 

media platforms to create a cohesive online 

portfolio. “If you’re blogging for business, 

you should really be taking advantage of 

social media to reach both new and existing 

followers. Make sure you post a great image, 

include a short description and link back to 

your blog. Also, if you’re using Twitter or 

Instagram, use hashtags so that more people 

will discover your posts.”

Future of blogging
With more and more craft sellers 

appreciating the benefits of blogging, 

it could be time to dip your toe into the 

blogosphere. It will certainly give you a place 

in the wider crafting community. Claire 

Hughes predicts that visual marketing is 

“going to be key” for craft sellers and a blog 

is an easy, enjoyable way to be part of this. 

Lara Messer agrees: “I’m so proud that I’m 

the creator of a blog that thousands of people 

follow,” she says. “And I love that I have 

some effect on people across the world”.

“Showing your 
personality is the easiest 

way to progress.”
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Beautiful photography is an important part of    
blogging and is a key ingredient to a site’s success 

SELL IT



1 Heather Ross’ book is an 
example of how sharing snippets 
of your personal life can help to 
build a brand 2 Including non-
craft related posts add variety 
3 The best blogs provide a real 
photographic treat for the eyes                            
4 How-to tutorials are an 
effective way of driving traffic to 
your part of the web

3

4

2

1

5 top tips on being the 
best in blogging 
1. Take your time. Even if your posts are 
short and snappy, they will still require 
preening and primping to make the cut. 

2. Get the word out and shout about 
your blog on social media, directing your 
followers to where they need to go. 

3. Come out of your shell and say 
something on other blogs to encourage 
comments on your own. The blogosphere 
is a two-way street so other bloggers will 
reciprocate the conversational gesture. 

4. Be regular. Bloggers who are 
inconsistent lose their audience. The best 
blogs are a regular fixture in readers’ lives 
so post as routinely as you can.

5. Show off! People want to see the very 
best of your makes so shine with beautiful 
photography that make your crafts zing! 
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It's a cover up!
Our classic crochet cover-up with on-trend raggedy edging will be an 
instant summer hit with girls who love to accessorise! By Liz Ward 

ABBREVIATIONS

ch   chain
ch sp    chain space
dc   double crochet
st/sts   stitch/stitches
tr   treble crochet

MAKE A 
PROFIT!
MAKE FOR £20

FOR £40

Front and back
Make two in Ivory yarn.
Ch55. 
Row 1: dc in the eleventh ch from hook, 
(ch5, skip the next 3ch sts, dc in the next st)
repeat to end. Turn.
Row 2: ch5, dc in next ch space, *(2tr, ch2, 
2tr) in next ch space, dc in next ch sp, ch5, dc 
in next ch space* repeat from * to * to end.
Row 3: ch6, *dc in next tr, ch5, skip next 2 
tr sts, dc in next tr, ch5, dc in next ch space, 
ch5,* repeat from * to * ending with dc in 
last ch space.
Rows 2 and 3 form the pattern, repeat these
rows until work measures 140cm (55in).
Fasten off.

Making up
Place the two pieces of fabric on top of 

How to make the wrap
INFORMATION

Materials
* 250g DMC natura 4ply N02 ivory
* 4mm crochet hook
* Pins
*  Large sewing needle

Size: 140 x 25cm (55 x 9¾in)
Skill level: Easy

C rochet clothes come into their own 
during the warmer weather and
with the fashion-forward getting 

hooked on crochet this summer it seems 
there's plenty of profit making potential 
for a craft seller who keeps ahead of the
trends. With that in mind we’ve designed 
this lovely cover-up in a delicate pattern with 
on-trend raggedy edging to help you get 
style-conscious shoppers queuing. Perfect for 
summer functions it will appeal to wedding 
guests, garden party goers or girls looking
for a light option to throw in their holiday 
suitcase. We’ve made our wrap in a classic 
cream to go with any outfit but offer to 
customise to match your customers’ outfits to 
really maximise sales.

If your foundation 
ch is too tight, use a 
larger crochet hook 

for this part to ensure
the top keeps shape

TOP TIP

one another. Mark the centre with a pin. 
Measure out 15cm (6in) either side of the
centre pin and mark with a pin again. This 
part will become the head hole. Using the 
same yarn and a large needle, sew up the 
top and bottom of the sleeves, leaving the 
30cm (12in) in the centre open on each side. 
Weave in and cut off any loose ends. 

Bobble trim
With Ivory yarn, re-join to any chain space on 
the bottom edge.
Row 1: (ch 9, 4tr in third ch from hook, ch6, 
dc in next ch sp) repeat to end.
Fasten off and sew in any loose ends.
Press very lightly with an iron, to finish.
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We carry paper, paint, flowers, stickers, embossing 
powders, adhesive, and more!

www.peachesgifts.com
Shop with us today at

. . .Your ONE STOP SHOP for 
Crafts and Scrapbooking Supplies

   Save on shipping worldwide • Get a free gift with your purchase

10%Discount

with

codeSCRAP

Save



MAKE A

PROFIT!

MAKE FOR 40P

FOR £3.50

INVITATION

AND RSVP

MAKE IT
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8 PAGES 

of exclusive 
designs

Summer chic
This month we up the elegance with these gorgeously delicate Art

Nouveau papers – perfect for wedding season makes.uveau papers  perfect for wedding season makeNN By Jenny Ellory



Use a paper trimmer 
or guillotine to cut 

your panels and card 
for a professional-

looking finish

TOP TIP

MAKE IT
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Happy birthday

1  Cut a 15 x 8cm (5¾ x 3¼in) piece of 
green patterned paper and stick to the 

top of a 15 x 15cm (5¾ x 5¾in) base card
leaving a narrow border at the top edge. Trim
a narrow strip of peach paper and stick along
the bottom edge of the paper panel.

2 Trim around the scallop pattern on 
three 15cm (5¾in) long strips of paper 

and stick above and below the peach strip. 

RSVP 

1 Cut a piece of peach paper measuring  
9 x 7cm (3½ x 2¾in) and stick to the 

centre of a 9.5 x 7.5cm (3¾ x 3in) base card.

2 Stick a 7.5 x 3cm (3 x 1¼in) strip of 
green patterned paper to the centre of 

It’s a celebration!
Use your free papers to make a stylish wedding invite 

with RSVP or a birthday card. By Katina Killey

INFORMATION

Materials 
*  Free Craftseller papersr
*  White card
*  Score board and scoring tool
*  Foam pads
*  PVA glue
*  Create Paper Maggie Holmes

Styleboard Bow Die  
(Craftie-charlie.co.uk)

*  Parisish free font (fontspace.com)

Skill level: Easy

This month’s beautiful Art Nouveau
papers are perfect for making stylish
cards for all those special summer 

occasions. We’ve made a feminine birthday 
design here, but you’ll find these papers
and tags are also just right for making
those tricky cards for men. Teamed with an 
Art Nouveau font, they also make elegant 
wedding stationery a breeze to produce – try 
our wedding invite and RSVP. But you don’t 
need to stop there – our papers can also 
be used to make table plans, place cards
and order of service cards for a complete
coordinated wedding look. Sell them as sets 
to make life easier for busy brides-to-be.

You are invited

1 Cut a 14.5 x 14.5cm (5¾ x 5¾in) piece
of peach patterned paper and stick to 

the inside back panel of a 15 x 15cm  
(5¾ x 5¾in) white gatefold base card.

2  Cut two pieces of green patterned 
paper measuring 14 x 6.5cm (5½ x 

2½in). Stick one to each of the outside flaps.

3 Use a computer to print the wedding
details onto white paper in black ink, 

using Parisish font, size 14. Cut to 12.5 x
12.5cm (5 x 5in). Stick to the peach panel.

4 Cut 3.5cm (1½in) wide strips of peach 
patterned paper and stick together to 

make a band that will fit loosely, but securely, 
around the centre of the card when closed.

Trim a third scallop strip and stick across the
bottom edge of the base card, as shown.

3  Cut out the ‘Happy Birthday’ tag and
stick it across the centre of the 

scalloped floral tag. Use foam pads to attach 
to the right edge of the base card, so that it 
overlaps the scalloped panels.

4 Die-cut a bow from peach patterned 
paper and attach it to the right edge of 

the ‘Happy Birthday’ tag, to finish. 

5 Cut out the ‘You are Invited’ tag and
stick it to the centre of the band. Slide 

the band over the top of the card, to finish.

a 7.5 x 4.5cm (3 x 1¾in) strip of peach paper. 
Stick to the left edge of the base card.

3 Print the RSVP details onto white card 
in black ink, using Parisish font in sizes 

24 and 14. Cut to 7.5 x 6.5cm (3 x 2½in), 
then stick to the centre of the base card. 
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Put favourite old books to great use when you use them to transform  
a tatty old birdhouse into a beautiful decoration. By Pip Leyland

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £8

From junk to funk
FOR £30

UPCYCLE IT

INFORMATION

Materials
• Wooden birdhouse
• Vintage children’s books (or 

wrapping/decoupage paper)
• Claw hammer
• Metal ruler
• Scalpel and blades 
• PVA glue and paint brush
• Glue gun and glue stick
• Ribbon
• Pom-pom trim

Rating: Easy

1 Use a claw hammer to gently prise the
roof off the birdhouse and then carefully 

remove any protruding nails from the main
body of the birdhouse. 

2 Take a look at the children's books and
choose a book with a cover that will make

the most effective front wall for the birdhouse. 
Use a scalpel to remove the outer cover of the 
book being careful not to rip the paper. Select 
the part of the cover you would like to use and
lay it flat, picture side down, on your 
workbench. Lie the birdhouse front side down 
on top of the book cover and draw around it. 
Make sure you draw a circle where the bird 
entrance is positioned. Remove the birdhouse, 
then use a ruler and scalpel to cut out the
shape, along the lines you have drawn.

3 Paint PVA glue over the front of the 
birdhouse and pop the cover, picture side

facing out, on top, smoothing out any lines or 
bubbles as you do so. Wipe off any excess glue 
with a damp cloth and then place a heavy bowl 
or similar object on top to weigh the paper 
down while the glue is drying. 

4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 for both of the sides 
and the back of the birdhouse, making

sure you poke a hole through the back layer 
where the picture hook goes.

5 Cut four strips of leftover book cover 
measuring 1cm (¼in) wide and the height 

of the birdhouse. Fold in half, then paint PVA 
glue onto the back of each strip, one by one,
then press one onto each edge of the birdhouse,
making sure to line up the fold with the edge. 
Flatten out any creases or bubbles and wipe 
away any excess PVA glue. Leave to dry.

6 While the birdhouse is drying, choose a 
hardback book to use for the roof. 

Measure the side panels of the discarded 
wooden roof and cut the hardback book to fit, 
using the spine as the top, centre point. 

7 Use a glue gun to secure the roof in place. 
Run a line of hot glue around all exposed 

top edges of the birdhouse, then press the 
hardback book, picture side up, firmly in place. 
Make sure the spine is at the top of the roof.

8 Cut a base for the birdhouse that is slightly 
larger than the birdhouse. Hot glue it to 

the bottom of the birdhouse. 

9 Cut a pom-pom trim to the size of the 
perimeter of the birdhouse roof and hot 

glue in place around the edge of the roof. Cut a 
length of blue ribbon measuring the same as
the length of the roof, and stick along the spine
of the roof to hide the paper joins. 
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Add unique character to your 
customers' homes with this cute, 
retro-looking birdhouse made from 

upcycled books. Using the covers from
paperback books, they can be decoratively 
hung from the wall in true birdhouse style or 
placed on a dressing table, adapting the lid to 
make it removable for them to store special 
trinkets in. You can buy wooden birdhouses 
from most hardware stores, but also look 
in reclamation yards where you can pick up 
some bargain buys. You could also try making 
this project with old maps or scrapbook
papers for a completely different effect.

How to make the birdhouse
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ON THE MOVE

We take a trip to Bournemouth and discover sea,

sand and crafts to remember. By Catriona Burns
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ON THE MOVE

We Bournemouth!
The seaside location has inspired 

makes with a rustic look
pp

Browse a range of crafts at anf fts at an

outdoor Crafti Creations event
g f frowse a range of f

B
ournemouth has long been the

seaside resort of choice for British

holiday-makers. We’ve been taking

sunny strolls here since the Victorian era,

lured by the South West’s seven mile stretch

of golden sand. Nowadays, popular with

retirees and stag weekenders, the town is

more closely associated with settling or

shindigs. Nothing much in the way of arts

and crafts, one would think. But go there,

seek and we promise, you shall find...

SENT WITH LOVE

Take the obligatory seaside stroll and, if 

you’re lucky, the traditional holiday scene 

will be set with the appearance of a certain

blue tricycle. Brandishing the loud and proud

shout-out, ‘Big Love From Bournemouth,’

the fixture may look like it should be chock-

a-block with ice cream but it is in fact filled

with a selection of handmade greeting cards,

championing the South West setting through

bright, bold and original designs. Once you

get over the initial (and understandable)

disappointment of not gorging your way

through a ‘99, you realise that these charming

postcards with a contemporary twist are

indeed the next best thing to find on a stretch

of sunny sand. Pedalling this old-school 

venture is Adele Cleaver who got her back-

to-basics craft selling idea off the ground

with “the inspiration and headspace”, from

the Bournemouth coast, funding from the

Prince’s Trust and good old fashioned hard

graft. “I’ve been working from dawn till dusk

to get this launched and into the hands of the

good people of Dorset,” she says. As I scrawl

a note on my newly purchased postcard, 

I realise I haven’t done so in years. And as

people flag down the tricycle, shouting out

the sign they see, it’s clear to see that good

wholesome fun and its transportation is the

secret to success. “Oh I do love tricycles!”

Adele exclaims of her ride. “He’s called Kofi

which is Ghanaian for Friday born...       

The Russell
Cotes Museum
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ON THE MOVE

THE FESTIVAL OF QUILTS

6-9 August                                  

NEC, Birmingham

Find a mix of exhibitors, inspirational
galleries, practical workshops and
in-depth lectures at Europe’s largest
celebration of quilting and patchwork.
With thousands of products, services
and fabrics on offer, the event offers
an unrivalled shopping experience.

THE GREAT BRITISH 

CRAFT FESTIVAL

8-9 August

Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire           

Celebrate the very best in British
craft with this two-day event.
Featuring creative workshops, expert
demonstrations, dozens of craft
exhibitors and opportunities to meet
crafting celebrities, this festival is a
must-visit for the modern crafter.

CAWOOD CRAFT FESTIVAL

29-31 August

Banks of River Ouse, York

Now in its 33rd year, the Cawood Craft
Festival features over 100 stalls and
has a mix of live entertainment, boat
rides and various craft demonstrations
from stall holders. Said to be one
of the North’s premium events, this
crafty day out is the perfect activity
for the bank holiday weekend.

WE WANT TO KNOW ABOUT HANDMADE FAIRS NEAR YOU!
Email catriona.burns@immediate.co.uk with your craft market news

Next month we’re in 
LIVERPOOL

I found him on a Friday.” A simple approach

to start with, Adele already intends to send

her handcrafted cards further afield and

plans for a bilingual range to celebrate the

multicultural student population are in the

works. “I’d like to celebrate, utilise and retain

more artistic talent in Bournemouth,” she

explains. “It’s a shame so many graduates

flock to London. Perhaps, if more of them

stayed, it would be even more magical.”

CRAFTIVITIES

It’s no surprise that craft fair, South Made was

born out of a university project and launched

by a group of seven raring-to-go crafters as

it’s bursting with youthful zeal. The fair, held

in pop-up outdoor spaces takes on the feel

of a festival more than a fair, pulsing with an

artistic creative cool. Taking place over one

day, the fair weaves a mixture of live music

and interactive workshops with stalls selling

jewellery, décor, leather and fashion bits

and bobs. This is definitely a place to take the

reluctant-to-shop male brigade as, with a

cocktail bar and award-winning ice cream,

there really is something for all. The heart

of the event, though still beats handmade.

“We live in an age of mass production and

we feel handcrafted products need more

light,” says organising trooper, Sonia.                                 

“We want people to experience creativity

and to also learn about sustainability.”

You may not even realise it, masked by a

mishmash of cocktails, craft and good-time

music beats, but this is the lesson learnt.                                                                                       

Be sure to catch craft revellers, Crafti

Creations on a jaunt about town. Seeking

to bring the community together through

creativity, the group’s events are all-day

affairs, melding vintage, dance and a good

old fashioned day out with crafty makes.

For Bournemouth, craft means community.

MARVEL OF A MUSEUM

Sitting on a cliff-top overlooking the ocean, 

the ornately fantastical Russel Cotes Museum

appears more Disney-esque castle than a

classic museum. Yet, with an extravaganza

of dazzling artworks, exhibitions and

workshops, it does no less to spark the

imagination and kick-start a creative zest.

Like most things in Bournemouth, the

museum is best enjoyed in summer months 

when the range of workshops awakens.

Drop the kids off to a renowned sea trail

while you sneak off to mosaic making.

Colourful crafts op up
wherever you the sunny

Co f f p p

seaside townseaside town
y

August craft fairs
Get even craftier this year with
these great events in August 

Let your creative
imagination soar



www.purplelindacrafts.co.uk

love to Crochet

The new DMC Natura XL Super Chunky Cotton Designs 

available for Knitting and

Visit us online for the largest selection 

of crochet supplies in the UK

Fox Kit

£19.99
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INFORMATION

Materials

* Plain flour

* Table salt

* Mini cookie cutters

* Patterned tissue papers

* Leather cord

* Necklace coil ends

* Eye pins

* PVA glue and paintbrush

* Cocktail stick

* Protective top-coat spray

Make the salt dough using the

following recipe

* 125g (4½oz) plain flour

* 135g (4¾oz) salt

* 100ml water

Skill level: Easy

I
t’s hard to believe that these fab little

necklace beads are actually made from

that old childhood favourite, salt dough.

Simply adding an overlay of tissue paper

transforms the hard dough shapes into a

pretty, wearable pendant. They’re really

quick to make, too – our microwaved version

of the salt dough recipe saves hours of air-

drying so you can whip up a batch of these

in under half an hour. Our pendants are only

the beginning – experiment with this cost-

effective material to create a set of enamel-

look beads, fridge magnets and more.

How to make the salt dough necklaces

1 Put all the dry ingredients into a bowl

and mix together. Slowly add the

water, mixing with your hands until a soft

dough forms. Knead for 10 minutes.

2 Leave the dough to rest for about 20

minutes before rolling out.

3 Dust your work surface with flour and

roll out the dough until it is about 3mm

thick. Cut out shapes using mini cookie

cutters. Create a hole in the top of each

shape using a cocktail stick to form a hole

that is roughly 2-3mm wide.

4 Cover a microwaveable plate with

greaseproof paper, then arrange the

salt dough shapes onto it. Blast in the

microwave for 10 seconds. Check the shapes

to see how hard they are, then repeat,

microwaving them for 10 seconds at a time

until the shapes are hard. This should take

around 40-50 seconds in a 750w microwave.

Leave to one side to cool before decorating.

5 Once the salt dough shapes are

completely cool you can begin to apply

the tissue paper. Coat one side of the shape

in PVA glue and stick onto a piece of tissue

paper. Ease the paper around the sides of

the shape and apply more glue. Leave this to

dry before applying tissue paper to the back.

You don’t need to be too exact with this

process as overlaying papers can create an

interesting effect. Cover the whole of the

tissue paper with PVA glue and, when dry,

spray over the top of it with a clear

protective top coat or varnish.

6 Attach an eye pin through the hole in

the pendant and bend in half so the

eye is at the top and can be attached to the

necklace with a jump ring. Twist the

remaining wire from the eye pin around

itself to prevent the bead from moving.

7 Attach a jump ring to the eye hole. Cut

a piece of leather cord 20cm (8in) long

and thread the jump ring onto it. Attach a

cord end finding with lobster claw clasp to

the ends of the leather cord, to finish.

MAKE IT
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Make a crafty tenner
Turn dough into dosh with an old childhood staple – savvy crafters are making a

packet with jewellery and homewares made from salt dough! By Claire Watkins



A
fidgety fixation with craft has paid

off for Emma Varnam. Not only

has it kept the 40-something out

of a suspected penchant for mischief; it

has led to an award-winning blog, several

book titles and a design collaboration with

Debbie Bliss. Making her mark from her

Manchester base, where she lives with her

husband, son and their cheeky black cat,

Emma talked to us about how blogging has

been her great beginning.

How long have you been crafting?

EV For as long as I can remember. The

other day I was reminiscing that as a

child, I would love to get into a project

and let the hours fly by making something

in a corner. I still really like to do that.

Describe your crafting style.

EV Oh I’m not sure...more colourful than I

think. It’s certainly very English and it

usually has a cheeky or fun edge to it.

Where’s your favourite place to craft?

EV Everywhere in the house. My poor

family are followed by yarn wherever they

go. I also like to crochet on the train. So

many people stare at you. I’ll look up and

stare back at them, if I’m in a mischievous

mood – they never know where to look.

It’s a great conversation starter!

What’s your favourite part of blogging?

EV I really like the community you can

meet and the opportunities that blogging

presents. For instance, the books and the

collaborations with Debbie Bliss wouldn’t 

have happened without my blog. I will be

forever grateful.

What would be your advice for anyone

considering selling their crafts?

EV I’d say make sure to take good photos

of your work. It’s really important for

online sales, and there are great tutorials 

on the internet that you can learn from.

Just having a clear and simple background

can really make a world of difference.

Clockwise from top left: Cupcake doorstops are
tempting makes; Emma crochets with a Clover Soft

Touch Hook; giving gifts is the biggest motivation

ONLINE UPDATE
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BLOGGER

Emma Varnam is an author, blogger and crochet designer who
claims her recent success all began with a blog... By Sophie Jordan

of the monthf
Visit emmavarnam.co.uk for freecrochet patterns and inspiration

Emma has written

a book on how to

crochet keyrings 
croche y
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How do you price up your wares?

EV Badly, but I do try to include the real

cost of materials and a value for the time

taken to make an item. You always have to

be a bit conservative about that, because

sadly, it’s easy to price yourself out of a

sale. I’m always dismayed by how people

want handmade items on the cheap.

Where do you get your inspiration?

EV All sorts of places like magazines, 

books and exhibitions. Mostly though, it’s

from my friends and family. I really enjoy

making things which have been inspired

by a comment or a want. Just seeing

someone’s face light up when they receive

something I’ve designed is all the 

encouragement that I need.

What’s your funniest crafting memory?

EV I have had many but some that stand

out include making a strawberry hat for

Mr Bloom on CBeebies and making a frog

balaclava for my son’s school project.

I love doing those fun things with crochet 

that just make people smile.

What’s your crafty essential?

EV A Clover Soft Touch Crochet Hook, the

Rolls Royce of hooks. I don’t want to

sound too much like a diva, but I probably

wouldn’t crochet with anything else.

When’s the best time of year to sell?

EV Always around the larger festivals like

the run-up to Christmas and Easter.

I also like Valentine’s and Mother’s Day,

because people enjoy buying quirky and

fun things during those celebrations.

If you could run your craft business

from anywhere, where would that be?

EV Here, in Britain. What a wonderful,

creative country we live in! Where else 

would be just as good?

“The books wouldn’t 
have happened without 

my blog.” 

Clockwise from top left: Emma’s makes often have a
playful side; the crafter loves to crochet things that
make people smile; a colourful, English style prevails
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Emma’s digital

Perfect for boosting your 
craft mojo!

inspiration
g

MAKE EMMA’S EXCLUSIVE COPYRIGHT-FREE PROJECT NOW!
Go to www.craft-seller.com for full details and instructions…m

Make me
NOW!

Find Emma at

emmavarnam.co.uk; on

Facebook at Facebook.

com/Emma Varnam

Designs and on Twitter   

@EmmaVarnamUK

PPrep early for autumn
wwith Emma’s pumpkin
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Cute floral cardi
Give your kids range a summer boost with this super-sw

short-sleeved cardi with gorgeous floral detail. By Susanne
eet

e Frank

MAKE A
PROFIT!
MAKE FOR £15

FOR£25
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INFORMATION

Materials

* 4 (4, 5) x 50g Drops Cotton Merino

in Off White (01) (garnstudio.com)

* 1 x 50g Drops Cotton Merino in

Coral (13), Turquoise (24), Storm 

Blue (26) and Pistachio (10)

* 4mm (UK 8) knitting needles

* 3.25mm (UK 10) knitting needles

* 1 button

*   Tapestry needle

Sizes:

3-4 years – 56-61cm (22-24in) chest

5-6 years – 61-66cm (24-26in) chest

7-8 years –66-71cm (26-28in) chest

Tension: 22sts and 28 rows to 10cm

(4in) in st-st, using 4mm (UK 8)

needles

Skill level: Moderate

How to make the floral cardigan

Back
Cast on 82 (88, 94)sts using Off White yarn and 

4mm needles.

Row 1: *K1, P1* to end.

Row 2: *P1, K1 * to end.

These two rows form the moss stitch pattern.

Work 7 rows (total) in moss stitch.

Continue in st-st.

Row 8: Purl 1 row in Off White.

Rows 9–12: Follow Chart 1 for 4 rows, starting 

with stitch 1 of the chart.

Continue in st-st and Off White.

Row 13: K2, sl1, K1, psso, K to last 4sts: k2tog,

K2.

Continue in st-st working three more decreases

as follows:

3-4 years: rows 25 (27, 29) – as row 13.

5-6 years: rows 37 (41, 45) – as row 13.

7-8 years: rows 49 (55, 61) – as row 13.

74 (80, 86)sts.

Continue until you have reached 52 (58, 67)

rows or length required ending with a WS row.

Shape armholes
Cast off 3sts at beg of next 2 rows. 68 (74, 80)

sts.

Dec 1st (see below) at each end of next 7 (9, 9)

rows, then on foll 13 (14, 16) alt rows. 28 (28,

30)sts.

To decrease on RS rows work as follows:

K2, sl1, K1, psso, K to last 4sts, k2tog, K2.

To decrease on WS rows work as follows:

P2, p2tog, purl to last 4sts, p2togtbl, P2.

Work 1 row, ending with a WS row.

Break yarn and leave sts on a stitch holder.

Left front
Cast on 46 (49, 51)sts using Off White and 4mm

needles.

3-4 years

Row 1: Kb *K1, P1 * to last st. K1.

Row 2: *K1, P1* to last 2sts: K1, sl1p.

5-6 years and 7-8 years

Row 1: Kb *K1, P1 * repeat to end.

Row 2: *P1, K1* to last st, sl1p.

These 2 rows form the moss stitch pattern.

Work 7 rows (total) in moss stitch.

Row 8: Continue in st-st but work 7sts (as set) in 

moss stitch for the button band. Purl to end.

Row 9: Follow Chart 1, starting with stitch 1 of

chart. Work the last 7sts in moss stitch (as set).

ABBREVIATIONS

alt alternate
beg beginning
dec decrease
f llfoll f ll ifollowing
k2tog knit 2 stitches together
K knit
Kb knit into the back of the  

stitch
P purl
p2tog purl two sts together
p2togtbl purl two sts together

through back of loopthrough back of loop
psso pass slipped stitch over
rem remaining
RS right side
st/s stitch/es
st-st stocking stitch
sl1 slip 1 stitch
sl1p slip 1 stitch purlwise
tog together
WS wrong side
yo  yarn over

Rows 10-12: Work 3 more rows following Chart

1. Continue to work 7sts in moss stitch for the 

button band.

Row 13: K2, sl1, K1, psso, K to last 7sts, moss st.

Row 14: Work 1 more row in Off White.

Row 15: Work 17 (20, 22)sts, then place Chart 

3, starting with stitch 1 of the chart.

Continue in st-st (keeping band in moss stitch)

working three more decreases as follows:

3-4 years: rows 25, 27, 29 – as row 13.

5-6 years: rows 37, 41, 45 – as row 13.

7-8 years: rows 49, 55, 61 – as row 13.

42 (45, 47)sts.

Continue until you have reached 52 (58, 67)

rows or length required ending with a WS row.

Shape raglan
Cast off 3sts at beg of next row, knit to last 7sts, 

moss st. 39 (42, 44)sts.

Next row: Moss st 7, purl to end.

Next row: K2, sl1, K1, psso, K to last 7sts, moss 

stitch.

Next row: Moss st 7, purl to last 4sts, p2togtbl,

P2.

Repeat the last two rows for a total of 7 (9,

9) rows, then dec knitwise on foll 7 (8, 10) alt

rows. 25sts.

Work 1 row, ending with a WS row.

Shape Front Neck
All sizes
Next row: K2, sl1, K1, psso, K10 and turn,

leaving rem 11sts on another holder. 13sts.

Dec 1st at raglan armhole edge of second and

4 alt rows and at the same time dec 1st at neck

edge of next 4 rows, then on foll 2 alt rows. 2sts.

Work 1 row.

Next row: k2tog and fasten off.

Right front
Cast on 46 (49, 51)sts using Off White and 4mm

needles.

3-4 years

Row 1: *K1, P1 * repeat to last 2sts, K1, sl1p.

Row 2: Kb, *K1, P1* to last st, K1.

5-6 years and 7-8 years

Row 1: *K1, P1 * repeat to last st, sl1p.

Row 2: Kb, *P1, K1* to end.

These 2 rows form the moss stitch pattern.

Work 7 rows (total) in moss stitch.

Row 8: Continue in st-st but work 7sts in moss

KNIT IT
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CHART 1

stitch for band. Purl to last 7sts, work in moss 

stitch (as set).

Row 9: Working the first 7sts in moss st, follow 

chart 1, starting with stitch 1 of the chart. 

Rows 10-12: Work 3 more rows following Chart 

1. Continue to work 7sts in moss stitch for the 

buttonhole band.

Row 13: Moss st 7, K to the last 4sts, k2tog, K2.

Row 14: Work 1 more row in Off White.

Row 15: Work 7sts of moss st, K2 and place Chart

3, starting with stitch 1 of the chart. 

Continue in stocking stitch (keeping band in moss 

stitch) working three more decreases as follows: 

3-4 years: rows 25, 27, 29 – as row 13.

5-6 years: rows 37, 41, 45 – as row 13.

7-8 years: rows 49, 55, 61 – as row 13.

42 (45, 47)sts.

Continue until you have reached 52 (58, 67) rows 

or length required ending with a RS row.

Shape raglan

Cast off 3sts at beg of next row. 39 (42, 44)sts.

Next row: Moss stitch 7, K to the last 4sts, 

k2tog, K2.

Next row: P2, p2tog, P to last 7sts, moss st.

Repeat these rows for a total of 7 (9, 9) rows, 

then decrease knitwise on foll 7 (8, 10) alt 

rows. 25sts.

Finish with a WS row.

Shape Front Neck

Next row: Break yarn. Slip first 11sts on another 

holder, rejoin yarn and K to the last 4sts, k2tog, K2.

13sts.

Dec 1st at raglan armhole edge of second and 4 alt

rows and at the same time dec 1st at neck edge of

next 4 rows, then on foll 2 alt rows. 2sts.

Work 1 row.

Next row: k2tog and fasten off.

Sleeves – both alike

Cast on 57 (61, 65)sts using Off White yarn and 

4mm needles.

Row 1: *K1, P1* to last st, K1.

Row 2: *P1, K1 * to last st, K1.

These 2 rows form the moss stitch pattern.

Work 7 rows (total) in moss stitch.

Row 8: Continue in st-st starting with a purl row.

Rows 9-12: Follow Chart 1 for 4 rows, starting 

with stitch 1 of the chart.

Row 13: Continue in st-st in Off White yarn.

Work until sleeve measures 5 (7, 10)cm or 2 (3, 4)

in or length required ending with a WS row.

Shape raglan

Cast off 3sts at beg of next 2 rows. 51 (55, 59)sts.

Dec 1st at each end of next and foll fourth row 

once, then on foll 14 (16, 18) alt rows. 19 (19, 

19)sts.

Work 1 row, ending with a WS row.

Break yarn and leave sts on a holder.

Neckband

Join all raglan seams.

With RS facing and 3.25mm needles, moss 

stitch across sts on right front holder, pick up 

and knit 11 (11, 12)sts up right side of front 

neck, K across 19sts on right sleeve holder as 

follows: K1, (k2tog, K3) 3 times, k2tog, K1, 

then 28 (28, 30)sts on back neck holder as 

follows: k2tog, 11 (11, 12), k2tog, K11 (11, 

12), k2tog, then 19sts on left sleeve holder 

as follows: K1, (k2tog, K3) 3 times, k2tog, K1, 

pick up and knit 11 (11, 12)sts down left side 

of front neck, K across stitches on holder sts. 

99 (99, 101)sts.

Work in moss stitch for 3 rows. 

Moss stitch 2sts, k2tog, yo (buttonhole), moss 

stitch to end. 

Work 2 more rows of moss stitch and cast off. 

Sew button to match buttonhole. 

Sew side seams. 

CHART 2

CHART 3
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Diary of a craft 
selling mum

Every month, craft seller annd mum of two, Erica Martyn, who makees 
toys for her business Odds & Soxlets, invites us into her world…

DAY 2
The fairy monsters are still flying high and

the orderrs are flooding in. I’m so pleased

about howw well they’re doing but I realise

that most of the requests are for girls. I think

it’s aboutt time to consider the boys and

create a mmonster that might appeal more to

them. I’lll work on ideas as soon as I get time.

DAY 3
Sometimmes it’s spooky how things just come

together.. Coincidence or good timing, I’m

not sure, but one of my customers rang

asking for a tailor-made monster suitable for

boys. It really made me focus and I did some

drawingss there and then. I suggested dragon

rather than fairy wings to give it a boyish

edge. Shee loved the idea and before I knew it,

the Dragoon Cuddle Monster was born.

DAY 8
After chaatting to one of the mum’s at school,

I found out that her daughter, Maddie, was

strugglinng to get the best out of her sewing

machine. So, we decided that I should give

her somee sewing lessons. I had a great time

sorting thhrough my stash in preparation. It’s

lovely to think these pretty fabric scraps will

help sommeone on the road to sewing. I think I

may be mmore excited about this than Maddie.

DAY 10
Happy firrst birthday, Monstroubles! I never

would’vee thought that a toy made for Harry’s

fourth birthday could have taken on such a 

All about me
I am 35 years old, and mum to four-year-old Harry

and baby girl, Lottie Rose. I have a husband called

Martin and a naughty but very sweet 12-year-old

Yorkshire Terrier called Mr Biggles. We live in Dorset 

and I began my business in May 2011. I’m still

learning heaps, while at the same time juggling

home life, finances, and the needs and demands of 

my growing family and my customers…

THIS MONTH
* Monster orders – 32

* Dragon monsters – 5

* Birthdays – 4

* Sewing lessons – 4

* CE support page - 1

life of its own and be so popular.

It just shows that sometimes thee best

ideas come from the heart and nnot

always by trying to guess the maarket.

DAY 15
I’ve decided to make a dragon mmonster

for Harry’s up-and-coming fifthh

birthday. Not only do I think he’’ll love

it, but it’s also a great way of getting 

feedback from a little person. 

Harry was delighted
with his tailor made
birthday present
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DAY 18

All of my makes go through the same

process: they start out as a drawing,

then they get made into a pattern and

subsequently, a toy. I’ve been doing this for

years now, so it doesn’t take long to develop

it into a finished piece. The main changes

from fairy to dragon monsters are the

colours, horns, toenails, mouth, wings and

adding a spiny tail. When a make like this is

developed from a previous design, the testing

process is minimal and instead of examining

a full toy, all I have to do is test the new areas

and then cross-reference the technical files.

DAY 20

Today was Maddie’s sewing lesson, and

how enthusiastic she was! Our first tutorial

involved making a simple pincushion, which

enabled her to work on some key sewing

skills. We marked out a piece of fabric with

a basic rectangular shape, added a seam

allowance and then cut it out. The hardest

thing for Maddie to master was the peddle

control at the start and end of a line of

stitching. We spoke through how doing this

manually helps accuracy and she managed to

create a lovely neat rectangle really well.

I then showed her how to turn out, stuff and 

DAY 24

When I starrted out on my own, I wasn’t

aware just hhow important CE marking is

on a producct, especially on a toy. It’s your

declarationn that the product complies with

the essentiaal requirements of the relevant

European hhealth, safety and environmental

protection legislation. Not only is it the law,

it is particularly vital for those who make

toys for children. After being involved with

a few other handmade toy makers about 

arking over thee past

ears, we decided it was

e to set up a pagge front

support groupss we

ebook (faceboook.com/

gsupportnetwork). I spent

today updatingg the sitetoday updating the site

esponding to queries.

non-profit orgaanisation,

mply want to heelp, support

ide other toy mmakers with

marking process, which

m daunting.

DAY 30

Like buses, birthdays always seem to come at

once. This month we’ve had celebrrations for

three family members and now it’ss time for

Harry’s! I was so pleased at his reacction to the

special dragon monster I made. Hee says he can

now be like Hiccup from the film, ‘How To

Train Your Dragon’. I noticed Lottie eyeing up

the newest member to Harry’s toyy collection,

but her brother was hugging him sso close, I 

don’t think she stood a chance.

then hannd-sew the opening closed.

Next week, we’re going to be working 

on some baasic triangular bunting.

CE ma

few ye

a good time

for the two s

run on Fac

cemarking

some ofsome of

and re

As a n

we sim

and gu

their CE m

might initially seem

tweaks certaain
Erica t

es such as the
feature

to give makkes a
wings t

erent charaacter
diffe

gg ak
ging

All of Erica’s
makes start life as
an illustration

Erica enjoys the
birthday bash with

Harry and Lottie
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FOR £20



INFORMATION

Materials

* 25 x 35cm (9¾ x 13¾in) cotton 

fabric for lining

* Five pieces of coordinating cotton

fabric each 15 x 40cm (5¾ x 15¾in)

* 50 x 40cm (19¾ x 15¾in)

heavyweight woven iron-on 

interfacing

* Rotary cutter, quilter’s ruler and

cutting mat

* Sewing thread and needle 

* Dressmaker’s pins

* 7mm jump ring and flat-nose pliers 

*  3cm (1¼in) swivel hook 

Size: 22.5 x 12.5cm (8¾ x 4¾in)

Skill level: Moderate

E
veryone who enjoys patchwork ends

up with a whole stash of fabrics – not 

only because when you go shopping

the fabulous colours and patterns are so

irresistible but also because you rarely use

up all the fabrics bought for a particular

project. This little clutch bag is the perfect

way to make headway into that stash,

especially the smaller pieces as you can join

them up to make longer strips if necessary.

The pattern has been cleverly worked out so

that the finished clutch bag is neatly lined

with a contrast fabric and all raw edges

hidden! Such professional finishing details

and quick additions, like the carrying strap,

mean you can sell at a higher price with

more profit for you.

How to make the clutch bag

utcharket your clu
t foras the perf ct gif

y

summer bir aysas th p ff g fg

2 Arrange the strips on the work surface to

create a balanced look in width, pattern and

depth of colour. Stitch the strips together in

pairs and then stitch the pairs together using 

0.5cm (¼in) seam allowance. Press the

seams in one direction (press dark-coloured 

seams onto the dark fabric).

MAKE IT
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Patchwork clutch
With summer set for a seventies’ fashion revival this fab bag uses up the best of
your fabric stash and accessorises denim or suede perfectly! By Dorothy Wood

1 Cut five pieces of coordinating cotton

fabric each measuring about 15 x 40cm

(6 x 15¾in). Layer the pieces together so

that the edges are level on one long side.

Using a quilting ruler and rotary cutter cut

strips of the fabric in different widths

measuring around 2.5-4cm (1-1½in). 
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3 Iron interfacing onto the reverse side of 

the patchwork, then iron a second piece 

on top if you require extra stiffening. Place 

the patchwork on the cutting mat, lined 

up with the grid lines. Trim the edges 

straight and square to create a rectangle 

measuring 25 x 35cm (9¾ x 13¾in). 

4 Use a 10cm (4in) diameter dish or 

container to mark and round the corners at 

one end of the patchwork panel to create 

the flap shaping. Cut the lining fabric 

crossways to make a 13 x 25cm (5 x 9¾in) 

and a 21 x 25cm (8¼ x 9¾in) piece. Round 

two corners at each end of the longer edge 

of the larger piece. 

5 Insert pins 24cm (9½in) up from the short 

straight edge of the shaped panel on both 

sides to mark the start of the flap. Pin the 

lining fabric onto the flap right-sides 

together. Machine stitch around the curve 

end between the pins, reverse stitching at 

each end for strength. Snip at the end of the 

stitching and notch the curves. Sew the 

rectangle of lining fabric to the other end of 

the patchwork panel. 

6 Turn the flap through, and press with a 

steam iron. Fold the patchwork right-sides 

together matching the seams at the edge of 

the flap. Pin the lining side seams as well, 

trapping the flap inside. Machine stitch the 

side seams from the folded edge, reverse 

stitching as you cross the point where the 

flap starts. Keeping the flap out of the way, 

sew the lining side seams and 2-3cm (1in) 

across the bottom edge of the lining. Repeat 

with the other side seam. 

7 Trim across the corners and turn the 

clutch bag through. Use a chopstick or 

similar tool to ease out the corners. Sew 

across the gap in the lining. Turn the bag 

through and press. Open the jump ring and 

feed it into the stitching on the side seam of 

the bag. Bring it out again several stitches 

down and then close the ring with pliers. 

8 Cut a 4 x 60cm (1½ x 23¾in) piece of 

fabric. Fold in half and stitch the side seams. 

Turn through and press. Tuck the neat end 

through the loop on the spring hook. Fold 

the strip in half to tuck the raw edge under 

the other end. Sew in a square to secure the 

bag strap and hide the raw edges. Attach to 

the jump ring on the bag, to finish. 

SHOW US ON FACEBOOK!

 If you’ve enjoyed making this 
clutch bag, then post a photo 

on the Craftseller Facebook page

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

Tweet us your tips and 
advice, and follow our own 

tweets @craftsellermag

FIND US ON PINTEREST!

We’ve got loads of crafty 
inspiration for you to browse 

at Pinterest.com/craftseller



Call us free on 0800 048 8606 - www.storage4crafts.co.uk
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84cm or 33 inches

Really Useful Storage

Cabinet complete

with storage boxes

Complete with

4 x 19 litre boxes

6 x 9 litre boxes

32 x 4 litre boxes

Price £659.10

plus £25 shipping

SPECIAL OFFER

£595
incl. delivery

SAVE OVER

£80

Please note all furniture items are supplied self assembly - assembly can be arranged please call for further details and charges

Really Useful Storage

Cabinet with Doors

Complete with

6 x 9 litre boxes

8 x 4 litre boxes

Price £301.30

plus £20 shipping

SPECIAL OFFER

£270
incl. delivery

SAVE OVER

£50

57cm or 23 inches
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Fold Away Petite

Complete with storage

boxes.

Price £750

plus £25 shipping

SPECIAL OFFER

£650
incl. delivery

SAVE

£125

When closed - width 96cm (38"), depth 83cm (33"), height 77cm (30")

When open - width 192cm (76"), depth 83cm (33"), height 77cm (30")

Fold Away Deluxe

Special Edition

Complete with storage

boxes and drawers

Price £1395

plus £50 shipping

SPECIAL OFFER

£1195
incl. delivery

SAVE

£250

When closed - width 92cm (36.5"), depth 83cm (33"), height 179cm (70.5")

When open - width 184cm (76"), depth 42cm (16.5") with the desk fold down, height 179cm (70.5")

OAK

MAPLE

VANILLA

WHITE

For details of our full range

please see 

www.storage4crafts.com

or call us on 0800 048 8606

for a free brochure

Cabinets for your craft room, home or office  
Call us now on 0800 048 8606 to order at these special prices exclusive to readers of Craftseller 



D
o you ever feel like you’re stuck in a rut with your makes? With s
and vintage crafts seeing a revival right now, there’s no better ti
something new a try. Whether you take a course, buy a book or

simply follow a few online tutorials, learning a new skill doesn’t have to
cost a fortune or take years to develop. And before long, customers will
be drawn to your exciting new offering. Feeling adventurous? Let's go

Refresh your handmade offering and have fun
with the latest craft trends…by Holly Johnson

10

Due to the advances in technology,

laser cutting is becoming much

more accessible and can be used on

everything from paper and wood to

plastic and leather. “The trend for laser

cutting keeps growing,” says Sally-Ann

Sturgess from The Hummingbird Card

Company. “It’s being seen in clothing,

furniture and home accessories."

Top
COOL 

CRAFTS

The craft world has gone crazy for 

crochet over the past few years and 

now, as the editor of Love Crochet 

magazine, Katie Nichols, tells us, the 

tradition of Irish lace crochet is seeing 

a revival: “These beautifully delicate 

designs are made from motifs joined 

with mesh stitches. The Irish rose is the 

most traditional technique, but modern 

crocheters are experimenting with all 

sorts of shapes and shades to make this 

form of crochet perfect for now.”

There are many makes that suit this 

on-trend craft perfectly. Work the 

technique into pretty clothing, delicate 

jewellery or dainty gift bags. 

1Irish crochet 
creations

to try today

Irish crochet
produces a softer,

more delicate effect

2Laser cutting
craze

Laser cut wedding
stationery has
proved popular
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As we continue to be

conscious of our effect on the planet,

upcycling is here to stay! There’s nothing 

more satisfying than taking a piece

of would-be junk and breathing new

life into it – start by having a go at this

month’s ‘Junk to funk’ project (page 60).

Lino printing involves cutting a design from

a linoleum surface (the same as your kitchen

floor tiles!) and inking it to create a print.

Artist Giuliana Lazzerini (giulianalazzerini.

com), who works with this technique, tells

us: “You don’t need expensive equipment. It

can be printed by hand, and the buyer gets

something unique and affordable.”

Yes - Fimo is back and it’s more fun than

ever! Much more than a rainy day kids

activity, crafters are experimenting with

beads, sculpting techniques and miniatura to

ate their own works of art.

it The British Polymer Clay

uild’s website at bpcg.org.

k t fi d t

Designers have been getting more creative

with their silverwork to create meaningful

makes, melting vintage pieces to create

modern heirlooms and stamping initials and

messages onto keyrings and keepsakes. Book

into Rachel Jeffery’s jewellery school to learn

how. Find out more at racheljeffrey.co.uk.

Remember soaking petals in water to

make ‘perfume’ when you were a child?

Producing natural beauty products is a

savvy way to tap into a new generation

of eco-lovers. Get started with a Kirstie

The latest twist on the

trend is a delicate knot

border made with thre

– a technique known

as tatting. “Tatting is

really popular as it's

portable, affordable

and fun!” says Heather

Buckman who crafts at

TataniaRosa on Folksy.

Macramé involves tying coloured cord

to make everything from jewellery and 

purses to plant hangers

d ugs. With a huge 70s

al now happening, this

perfect time to cash

this retro technique.

k out Hello! Macrame

mantha Grenier (£8.99,

n Originals). 

If you like screen printing, graphic design

or pattern making, you'll love the latest

digital printing techniques. Use this to

create everything from tea towels and

cushions to clothing and silk scarves. See

thesewingdirectory.co.uk/design for more.

9 Polymer clay 
crafts

3Personalised 
silverwork 

6Lino printed 
pictures 

4Upcycling
ideas 

7Tatting 
lace

10 Macramé
makes

5Digital
fabric design

8 Natural beauty 
products
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Design

Fancy making your own beauty products?

Bath bombs are a great way to get started.
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Lino printing
allows you to create
unique pieces of art

Designer Amy
Sia uses the latest

digital printing
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

TO TRY

6
crafty 
things

The Soap Kitchen 
Making your own soap is fun, easy and a great way  

to be creative. It can be swirled, layered, moulded, 

stamped, decorated and then beautifully wrapped.  

The possibilities are endless.

www.thesoapkitchen.co.uk 
01237 420872

Janome 
Whether you’re a beginner or more advanced, try one 

of our lovely sewing machines and you’ll soon be 

happily stitching away. To find your local Janome 

retailer visit our website. 

www.janome.co.uk
0161 666 6011

Fancyprints 
Print your own designs onto fabric with Fancyprints!  

Washable, pre-shrunk cottons, linen and silk digitally 

printed with your design from fat quarters up to  

3 metre prints. Prices from £12/FQ.

www.fancyprints.co.uk 
hello@fancyprints.co.uk

Purplelinda 
Purplelinda Crochet Hooks and case. Set of 22 hooks 

(12 anodized aluminium, 10 steel). Purple zip-up 

imitation leather case with black trim and lining. Try 

out the new and up and coming trend, Irish Crochet.

www.purplelindacrafts.co.uk 
purplelindacrafts@gmail.com

Peaches Gifts 
The Minc Foil Applicator by Heidi Swapp is a must  

have for embellishing cards, scrapbooks, party favors 

and more. The applicator comes with everything you 

need to get started.

www.peachesgifts.com 
peachesgifts@peachesgiftshoppe.com

Somerset Willow Growers 
Suppliers of basket making kits and basketry  

materials including Willow, Cane, Rattan,  

Seagrass, Abaca Rope, Water Hyacinth and  

Bamboo of all sizes.

www.willowgrowers.co.uk
01278 691540
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Craftseller 83*For full terms and conditions visit craft-seller.com/competitions

*Terms and conditions apply: Prize subject to availability September 2015 March 2016. Travel to France not included. The promoter is Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants

must be UK residents aged 18 years or older. Texts will be charged at 25p plus your standard network tariff rate. Text example: CS50FLOWER, A, Jane Smith, 50 A Street, A Town, AB12 345,

janesmith@emailaddress.co.uk. To enter by post: write your answer, your name, address and ‘cs50flower’ on the back of a postcard and send to: Craftseller 50, Immediate Media Company,r
2nd Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. By entering this competition you are agreeing to receive newsletters, offers and promotions by post, email and telephone from

Immediate Media Company Ltd and the prize providers sending offers and newsletters to you by post, email or phone. You can unsubscribe from these at any time. If you do not want to

receive this information please add the words ‘NO INFO’ at the end of your text message or write ‘NO INFO’ on your postcard. Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 21/6/15. 

Allow your creativity to blossom and have a holiday to remember with this floristry
course set in the stunning Gironde, all thanks to Bernisson France

Win a floristry course 
for four people in France 

S
top and smell the roses with this

month’s fantastic prize – literally!

We’ve teamed up with boutique holiday

house, Bernisson France to give one lucky

Craftseller reader and three friends the chancer

to win a floristry course of their dreams in the

French countryside worth £1,200!

What’s up for grabs?

With airport transfers from Bergerac or

Bordeaux, the lucky four will stay in a

charming Gironde-style house where, among

countryside calm and poolside views, they

will learn the elegant art of floristry and

enjoy the fabulous French way of living.          

Surrounded by famous Bordeaux vineyards, 

sunflower fields and picturesque French

towns, Bernisson France provides the perfect

setting to allow your creative talent to bloom,

allowing you to create bespoke floral designs.

During the course of this three-night stay,

guests will not only find their flair for flowers;

they’ll also unwind and escape the non-stop

rush of reality. The fully accommodated break

is the perfect place to enjoy the lap of luxury

and relish a glorious selection of the country’s

famed food, wine and awe-inspiring scenery.

All in all, this is a break that celebrates the true

sense of ‘joie de vivre’. 

To enter, answer the following question:

Which of these blooms is considered to 

be England’s national flower?

A:Rose 

B:Sunflower

C:Tulip

Text CS50FLOWER (space) A, B or C 

(space) your name, address and 

email address to 87474

all in t g
French countrysidey

gll in g

So what are you waiting for? Enter now for

your chance to win this unforgettable prize!

Visit bernisson-france.co.uk

WIN IT

WORTH OVER

PRIZE

£1,000



Combine bold colour, great character and all the fun of the
practical cushion fit for a child’s bedroom! By Vicky Cra

84   Craftseller

fair in thhish
axton

MAKE A
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £14

FOR £50

SEW IT
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1 Use the templates on pages 99-101 to cut

out the pieces in colours stated. Stitch a hoof

onto the ends of the legs on one of the body.

shapes. Pin and stitch the nose onto the head, 

1cm (½in) away from the neck corner.

2 Overstitch the saddle blanket onto the body

shape so the curved top edges meet, leaving

the top edge unstitched. Pin the bridle onto

the head so the longest strap goes from the

top of the head to the chin. Pin the short strap

onto the head 7.5cm (3in) away from the back

strap positioned across the forehead. Pin the

last strap so the end is 5.5cm (2¼in) away from

the bottom of the back strap, positioned over

the nose where the mouth would be. Sew the

bridle in place but do not sew the ends of the

straps where they meet the edges of the head.

3 Pin the bridle trim onto the head along

the bottom edge of the mouth strap. Make

sure the trim starts 3cm (1¼in) from the front

edge of the head and sew it in place. Sew the

flower shape where all the straps meet. Sew

the flower centre to the middle of the flower.

Sew the nostril 1cm (½in) above the strap

and 2cm (¾in) from the front edge of the

head. Using a pencil, mark a dot 2.5cm (1in)

from the forehead strap and 2cm (¾in) from

the mouth strap. Cut a small hole and attach

the black plastic toy safety eye.

4 Pin the saddle on top of the saddle

blanket so the top curves meet. Sew it in

place leaving the top edge unstitched.

B
ring all the fun of the fairground to

your customers’ homes with this eye-

catching rocking horse cushion. Super-

sized and made with brightly coloured felt,

it’s a real showstopper for your craft stall and

a must-feature for your website’s homepage.

This decorative pillow is the perfect way to

jazz up any bed, sofa or chair, and is made

out of wool felt so feels soft and cuddly. The

bold colours shown here make this horse

suitable for both girls and boys, but play

around with colours for variety and offer to

personalise the rocker by adding a name. 

INFORMATION

Materials

* White wool felt measuring  

44 x 90cm (17½ x 35in)

* Red wool felt measuring

44 x 90cm (17½ x 35in)

* Turquoise felt measuring

44 x 19cm (17½ x 7½in)

* Yellow felt measuring 21 x 29cm  

(8¼ x 11½in)

* Light grey felt measuring 15 x 14cm 

(6 x 5½in)

* Black felt scrap

* Yellow embroidery thread

* One 15mm round black plastic toy 

safety eye

* Polyester toy filling

* Sewing thread in white, turquoise,

red, light grey, black and yellow

*  Hand sewing needles

Size: 50 x 50cm (19¾ x 19¾in)

Skill level: Moderate

Note: Hand sew everything with an

overstitch unless stated otherwise

SAFETY FIRST Our rocking horse cushion is

not designed as a toy or meant for young

children. Always ensure your work is well-

made and any loose parts are securely

attached. Remember, if you intend to sell

our cushion, even if not sold as a toy, 

there are strict regulations to adhere to.

Visit craft-seller.com for more advice.

How to make the rocking-horse cushion

We’ve hand sewn our
horse for a handmade
quality, but you could
use a sewing machine 

to save time

TOP TIP

86 Craftseller
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5  Pin, then sew the bottom saddle edging 

onto the bottom curve of the saddle so it 

overlaps the edge. Pin and overstitch the saddle 

belly strap in place. Make sure the curved end 

of the strap meets the edge of the belly and the 

straight end overlaps the saddle edging. Pin the 

top saddle edging 2cm (¾in) above the bottom 

edging so the swirl end meets the top right end 

of the saddle, the middle covers the top of the 

strap and the other end meets the left edge of 

the saddle. Overstitch this edging in place.

6  Pin and sew the collar onto the body so 

the left and right edges meet the curves of the 

neck. Make sure the collar overlaps the saddle 

slightly and don’t sew where the edges of the 

collar meet the edges of the body. Sew each 

collar edging in place so one fits the top of the 

collar and the other fits the bottom. Make sure 

they overlap the edges of the collar slightly. Sew 

the collar swirls onto the collar so they are next 

to each other, about 2mm apart. Make sure 

they are each 1.5cm (½in) from edge of body.

7  With right-sides facing out, sew the ends

of the legs of each body shape onto the top

edge of each rocker shape. Make sure the

legs start 3.7cm (1½in) from each end of the

rocker. Flatten both shapes out.

8  Using all the strands of the yellow 

embroidery thread, sew a running stitch that 

follows the bottom edge of the top part of 

the saddle so it is about 1cm (¼in) from the 

top edging shape. Sew two lines of running 

stitches down the length of the saddle strap 

so each line is 1cm (¼in) from the side edge 

of the strap. Sew a running stitch that follows 

the edge of the front rocker shape so the 

stitches are 3cm (1¼in) from the edge.

9  Sew the ear shapes together using an 

overstitch but leave the bottom edge open. 

Sew the tail shapes together using an 

overstitch but leave the short straight end 

open. Lightly stuff with toy filling.

10 Pin the body and rocker shapes together so

the edges meet up and right sides face out. Pin

the mane shapes together along the outside

edge. Place the inside edge of the mane shapes

in between the body shapes at the back of the

head by 1cm (½in) and pin the mane in place.

Make sure the tall end of the mane starts after

the forehead strap and the smaller end is at the

bottom of the neck at the back.

11  Fold the middle of the ear shape to one side 

and pull the other side back on itself to make 

a crease appear down the middle of the ear. 

Hold it in place and pin the bottom edge so the 

ear is in between the body shapes at the top of 

the head. Pin the end of the tail in between the 

body shapes at the end of the horse’s bottom.

12  Remove the pins that are holding the two 

mane shapes together. From the front of the 

mane, make a cut downwards about every 

1cm (½in) along the length of the mane and 

make sure the cuts are about 0.5cm (¼in) 

away from the edge of the head.

Sewing up the cushion front and back

1
Start by sewing from the outside edge

of one hoof up, around the horse’s back

and head and down the other side to the

outside edge of the other hoof. Stuff the

head and body with toy filling.

2
Sew the inside edge of one hoof up,

along the belly to the inside edge of

the other hoof. Leave the top of the rocker

open. Stuff the legs. 

3
From the outside edge of one hoof,

sew down and around the bottom of

the rocker and up to the outside edge of the

opposite hoof. Stuff the rocker. Sew the gap

at the top of the rocker closed, to finish.

SEW IT
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CLARE

YARWOOD-

WHITE

is an award-winning

designer who supports

craft companies

through her enterprise,

Create a Craft Business.

Q&A

On the list
Q

After selling 30 items at a fete and making a

small profit, I was considering registering

as a business. However, I haven’t sold anything

so far this year. Do I still need to bother?

AMANDA JONES, NEWPORT

A
EMILY SAYS: Yes, I would definitely

recommend that you still register as a

business. You can enlist as a sole trader through

the HMRC’s website: gov.uk/government/

organisations/hm-revenue-customs. Simply

click the ‘Log in’ or ‘Register for HMRC online

services’ link. I suggest you do this for two

reasons. Firstly, because it’s the law, and also

because, if your business makes a loss in the

first year or two of trading and you pay tax on

other incomes, such as wages, then you may

well be able to claim back some of your tax.

You’ve got nothing to lose by registering.

 Craftseller   89

Parcel force
Q

The presentation of the parcels I send out

always lets me down, even though I’m

very proud of the content. Do you have any tips

on how I can make my packages more special?

MARTHA JAMES, BIRMINGHAM

A
AMANDA SAYS: It’s important that your

packaging reflects your crafting business

standards. Keep your wrapping simple but

remember to think about the little touches that

can be added. Using maps as wrapping paper

can look amazing and make your parcel

memorable, even before they’ve seen the

contents. You could make your own paper bags

and print your business name or a pattern on

them. Leftover wool works well as tie and it’s a

practical material to use as it won’t flatten in

transit. If people detect that personal touch,

their purchase will mean much more to them.

Our panel of experts is on hand to answer all your crafting and selling questions

Ask the Experts

AMANDA WHITE  

owns Gift Frippery, 

a wrapping service 

to businesses and 

individuals. The 

company also holds 

creative gift-wrapping 

and wedding 

workshops. 

JOANNE 

DEWBURY  

is a multi award-

winning small business 

owner, business expert 

and a successful author 

and blogger. She is also 

a busy mother of three 

young children.  

EMILY 

COLTMAN is a 

chartered accountant 

and author, who helps 

small businesses with 

their finances and is 

chief accountant to 

Free Agent who make 

accounting software.

Our experts
There’s no question that’s too big or 

too small for our crafting gurus
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Registering as a 
business keeps 
everyone happy

Go the extra 
mile with your 
packaging 



MY TOP

10 TIPS

90   Craftseller

Q&A

EMMA WEST whose  

personalised laser 

cut card shop, 

Pogofandango, can be 

found on NOTHS shares 

her top tips. 

1Invest in good 

equipment. 

2Draw regularly to 

stay inspired and 

develop new products. 

3Don’t laser cut 

glossy white card – 

it always turns brown.

4 
Use a craft knife to 

get yourself out of 

a laser cut disaster.

5Use clay modelling 

pointy tools for 

tricky tasks at hand. 

6 
Make the most 

out of social and 

business networking.

7Always have coffee 

on standby.

8Stick with it and 

don’t give up. 

9Love what you do 

because it shows.

10 Don’t be afraid 

to be original 

and stand out! 

Sales drive
Q

I have some stock online but I just can’t

seem to sell it. Should I have a sale, or  

simply remove it and try to sell at the fairs? 

TINA COOPER, LEICESTER 

A
CLARE SAYS: Is the photography letting i

down? Is the description unclear? If peop

can’t make out the size and detail of an item, they

simply won’t buy it. I would look at improving the

listing first rather than removing it. Make it as 

detailed, clear and compelling as you can, or if you 

feel you’ve already done that, try discounting for a 

limited period. Try to promote it on various social 

media channels for free. If you find that this doesn’t 

produce the results that you want, it could simply be 

that there is little market for the product. You may 

find that you have to cut your losses and focus on 

what is selling well instead. 

The numbers game
Q

Is it worth getting a dedicated phone line for 

work so I can claim it as an expense and keep 

my business calls separate? 

KATIE SHEVLIN, HERTFORD

FAQ

This month our 
top Facebook 
question is… 

QWHAT IS BURLAP? 

Charlotte Murray 

Amanda says: Burlap 

is more commonly 

known as hessian in the 

UK. It’s a biodegradable 

coarse-woven cloth 

created from jute, 

hemp or flax fibres.          

It’s a coarse fabric with 

a large weave pattern 

and has a natural beige 

colour. It is very useful 

for sturdy storage bags, 

fashionable totes and 

is an ecological option 

for grocery carriers. 

With a decorative print, 

it can make a rustic,

choice

.
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contemporary choice

for packaging.

Make the call on 

whether or not to have 

a separate business 
number

A
JOANNE SAYS: There are some free business 

numbers that you can use. Initially, I did this 

but they are 0845 lines and I realised quite quickly 

that customers don’t like these numbers. I now use 

my homeline but I rarely make outgoing calls for 

business on it. The HMRC has some guidelines for 

working from home and what you can claim 

expenses on. If you do set up a dedicated business 

line, you can claim back on this. You don’t need to 

provide records for claims of up to £4 per week 

(£18 per month) but over that amount you do.         

BT have an option called ‘call sign’. It’s around £3     

a month and rings differently for a business call so 

you don’t need more than one phone. You could 

also consider a pay-as-you-go mobile just for 

business, which would work well.

Holding a discount sale 
is a good way to shift 
stock that’s not selling 
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“I make my homewares by

hand, as well as creating

all my badges and mirrors

and doing my own printing.

However, drawing is the

first step in the process

before it ends up becoming

a product. So, my number

one item is my Sakura

micron fineliner. They don’t

dry up or scratch the paper,

and the ink is permanent so

any pencil underneath can

be rubbed away without

having to re-ink. I also love

to doodle on everything –

even my parcels are sent

with drawings all over

them - so my pens need to

stand the test of time and

not split. I first discovered

these on a trip to New York,

so using them reminds

me of that special twinkly,

magical time, which is an

added personal bonus.”

Craftseller 91

Q&A

Search for Craftseller

on facebook.com
Tweet us
@craftsellermag

yourletters@ 
craft-seller.com

Dear Craftseller, 2nd Floor,r

Tower House, Fairfax
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN

Do I need planning permission?

If you answer yes to the following, you may do.

Will your home no longer be used mainly as a

private residence?

Will your business result in a marked rise in

traffic or people calling?

Will your company involve any activities that 

are unusual in a residential area?

Will your business disturb the neighbours at

unreasonable hours or create other forms of

nuisance such as noise or smells? 

If your business is going to be quietly

accommodated within your house, then

permission shouldn’t be required. If however,

you do need planning permission, you’ll have to

inform your local authority. It may be that they’ll

charge business rates on the part of the house 

that’s being used for business purposes.

Do I need to tell the landlord?

It’s best to let your landlord know. Social landlords 

are now under obligation to review contracts

prohibiting people from running a home business.

Do I need to inform my mortgage provider?

Even though it shouldn’t mean any change in the

mortgage repayment, you should let them know.

What about my insurance provider?

Tell them about the equipment and stock you

have at home. They are also likely to recommend

you take out public liability insurance in case

anyone who comes to visit suffers an injury in or

around your home office. For added protection for

customers and contacts visiting, carry out a health

and safety check. Simply follow the steps set out

by the Health and Safety Executive (hse.gov.uk)

Should I tell the neighbours?

It’s worth keeping your neighbours sweet and

firmly on side. You don’t want them getting

annoyed by any deliveries or unusual distractions. 

GUEST SPEAKER
Emma Jones MBE, small business 

expert, author and co-founder

of StartUp Britain explores

some of the main points to

consider when you start your

small craft business from home.

NAME: Ella Goodwin

SHOP: Miss Ella

WEBSITE: shopmissella.

etsy.com

TYPE: Illustration, stationery,

jewellery and homewares

TOOL: Sakura micron

fineliner pens

AVAILABLE: tigerpens.co.uk

COST: £2.20

ESSENTIAL CRAFT TOOL

Market within your means
Q

I want to start selling my jewellery but I’m not sure online is the best

medium to get across the impact of my work. However, I can’t afford to 

start a shop or do fairs. What would you suggest? 

SHAMIMA HALL, NEWCASTLE

A
CLARE SAYS: Start by hosting selling parties at home. It’s a great way to test

the market and get feedback with little or no cost. Ten to 20 guests is a good

number to aim for, and all you need to start selling is a table to lay out your wares,

good lighting and mirrors. Parties work well in the evening, away from the

distractions of work and children. Let people know in advance to bring cash or

cheques if you can’t take cards. Think of it as a research opportunity as much as a

sales event. Hopefully, you should then have some cash to try a local fair.

d t

Host a selling
party at home
to get your craft
sales started
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Be inspired by these gorgeous giveaways, and enter today
for your chance to walk away with a fab prize!

Fab freebies

1
MAGIC MAKEOVER

Spruce up your home from the outside

in with new releases, Upstyle Your Windows

and Upstyle Your Furniture. With beautifully

illustrated, easy-to-follow tutorials, these books

will inspire you with their fresh, sophisticated

ideas. There’s five pairs worth £30 up for grabs.

Visit quarto.com

To enter text CS50UPSTYLE followed by

your name, address and email to 87474*

2
EARTFELT CRAFTS

tand out from the crowd with accessories

made just for you. Start with Artfelt’s flower

scarf felt kit worth £25. Each set includes

merino wool, space-dyed yarn and full how-to

instructions. We’ve got five sets to give away.                

Visit artfelt.co.uk

To enter text CS50ARTFELT followed by 

your name, address and email to 87474*

3
SEW GLAM

Get kitted out with this collection of

sewing sets to make rockin’ frocks and props

with real 50s glamour. The package, worth

£130, includes a pencil skirt kit, ultimate shift, 

lampshade kit and three dressmaking patterns.           

Visit sewoverit.co.uk

To enter text CS50GLAM followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

4
SUMMER DAY OUT

Have a perfect summer’s day out at the

Chiltern Craft and Design Show in August.

There’s 25 pairs of tickets worth £16 to be won.

Visit ichfevents.co.uk

To enter text CS50CHILTERN followed by 

your name, address and email to 87474*

5
BOOK INSPIRATION     

Get inspired to make new, innovative

projects with books, Take a Bandana anda Paper

Cutting. We’ve five sets worth £26 to be won.

Visit thegmcgroup.com

To enter text CS50BOOK followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

2

5 prizes 
TO WIN!

25 prizes 
TO WIN!

OVER

£1,000
OF PRIZES

TO WIN
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* Terms and conditions apply: The Promoter is Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older.

Texts will be charged at 25p plus your standard network tariff rate. To enter by post: write your name, address and chosen freebie on the back

of a postcard and send to: Craftseller 50, Immediate Media Company, 2nd Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. By entering this

competition you are agreeing to receive newsletters, offers and promotions by post, email and telephone from Immediate Media Company

Ltd and the prize providers sending offers and newsletters to you by post, email or phone. You can unsubscribe from these at any time. If you

do not want to receive this information please add the words ‘NO INFO’ at the end of your text message or write ‘NO INFO’ on your postcard.

Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 21/06/15. For the full terms and conditions visit craft-seller.com/competitions

6
TAKE COVER                                          

Have you got your craft business covered? If 

you’re unsure about setting up the nitty-gritty 

practicalities of a business, this prize from Craft 

Cover could be what you’re looking for. Two 

Craftseller readers will win a 12 month liability 

cover for standard products worth £75 each.   

Visit craftcover.com

To enter text CS50COVER followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

7
GET TO CLASS!                                                             

Improve your craft skills with an online 

craft course from Craftsy. Five Craftseller 

readers will win a class of their choice 

worth £25. With lessons in sewing, 

knitting, quilting and much, much more, 

learning has never been quite so much fun.                                                                  

Visit craftsy.com                                                                       

To enter text CS50COURSE followed by 

your name, address and email to 87474*

6

7

8

8 
CRAFTS ARE FOREVER                                   

They say diamonds are a girl’s best friend 

but beads, pearls and crafty charms must 

come a close second. With that in mind, 

this set from Stoklasa is the perfect gift for 

anyone who likes to sparkle and shine with 

stand-out accessories. Five lucky Craftseller 

readers will win this kit worth £30 containing 

everything they need to jet off with their 

jewellery making skills. With the tools to create 

a range of necklaces, earrings, bracelets and 

more, there’ll be no such thing as too much.                                                                  

Visit stoklasa-eu.com

To enter text CS50STOKLASA followed by 

your name, address and email to 87474*

2 prizes 
TO WIN!

5 prizes 
TO WIN!



MAKE A

PROFIT!

FOR £40

A SET

MAKE FOR £10
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Encourage customers to soothe a crafty corner, conservatory or potting shed with
this beach-hut inspired, star-shaped homeware set. By Dorothy Wood

More ways than one
INFORMATION

Materials
*  50cm (19¾in) of polka dot fabric 

for the cushion, 
*  15 x 30cm (6 x 12in) of fabric for 

each star, off-cuts of fabric for 
coaster

*  50 x 50cm (19¾ x 19¾in) thin 
wadding

Cushion filling:
*  14 x 14.5cm (5½ x 5¾in) felt
* Sewing thread and needle
*  Pinking shears 
* Scissors
*  Hemp string 
* Thin card and pencil

Sizes: Small stars – 15 x 15cm  
(6 x 6in), coaster 14 x 14.5cm 
(5½ x 5¾in), cushion 40cm (15¾in)
Skill level: Easy

Natural fabrics in rustic colours and 
traditional patterns are the perfect 
choice for home accessories,

especially for a summer setting. The star 
motif is that little bit different and brings to 
mind lazy summer evenings, with a drink in 
hand gazing up at the starry skies. Here we
show you three different ways to create a 
star – a simple shape cut out with pinking 
shears tied with hemp string to make a 
garland, a pretty cushion with a hemp cord 
rope that adds a rustic finishing touch, or try 
your hand at a little hand-worked patchwork 
coaster. These simple ideas will give you an 
instant star-themed range and the perfect 
opportunity to upsell to shoppers who just 
can't resist a matching set!

How to make the beach hut set

How to make the small star bunting
1 Trace the two star templates from page

101 onto thin card and cut out. Draw around
the larger star template on the reverse side 
of two coordinating fabrics. Cut out just 
outside the line using pinking shears. 

2 Layer two thin pieces of wadding together
or cut a single thicker layer. Hold the template 
on the wadding and snip down each side of
the star in turn to cut out. Layer the wadding 
between the two star shapes.

Stitch up each side
of the sharp points 
without folding over 
the seam allowance 
to prevent fraying

TOP TIP

SEW IT
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Trim the excess felt 
from the outside 

edges before adding 
the binding to reduce 

bulk

TOP TIP

3 Stitch a tacking line around the edges of

the star to trap the wadding, then machine

stitch about 7mm in from the edge to avoid

the tacked line. Remove the tacking thread.

Make more stars in the same way.

4 Punch a hole at the top of each star and 

insert an eyelet. Use hemp string to tie the 

stars together: feed the string through the 

hole and hold to form a hanging loop. Tie the 

tail around with an overhand knot. Thread on 

the next star, tie and so on.

How to make the star cushion
1 Draw a circle with a 20cm (8in) diameter, 

then draw a 10cm (4in) circle inside. Place the 

compass points 23cm (9in) apart and mark 

around large circle. Draw a line from one mark 

right through centre. Where the line crosses the 

small circle start to mark every 11.5cm (4½in).

2 Join the marks to make a five-point star 

and cut out. Use the template to cut out a 

star from spot fabric adding 1.5cm (½in) 

seam allowance. Cut two 25 x 40cm (9¾ x 

15¾in) pieces of backing fabric and join the 

long sides together leaving a 12cm (4¾in) 

gap. Tack the gap and press the seam open. 

3 Cut out the backing star shape adding 

seam allowance. With right sides together, 

machine stitch around the two stars. Trim the 

seams, snip into each ‘v’ shape and then trim 

the excess fabric at each point. Turn the 

cushion cover through and ease out the 

points with a chopstick or similar tool. Press.

4 Cut two 3m (118in) lengths of hemp string. 

Knot the ends, secure in a vice and use a cord 

maker drill or pencil to twist the string 80-100 

times. Keep taut and fold in half to create a cord 

and oversew around the edge of the cushion 

cover. Stuff, then slip stitch the gap closed.

SEW IT
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How to make the star coaster
1 Trace the patchwork star template from 

page 101 onto tracing paper and cut out. 

3 Fold over the edges one at a time and 
stitch a tacking line around each diamond. 
Place two short edges on the diamonds 
together right side facing and oversew with 
tiny stitches. Stitch all the short sides together 
to make the star.

2 Pin the pieces onto coordinating fabrics so 
that there is a contrast background (use the 
photograph as a guide). Cut out leaving a 
6mm (¼in) border all around.

4 Fold over and tack only the inner seams of 
the background pieces. Matching the points 
to the ‘v’ of the star, oversew one edge and 
then reposition to sew the second seam. Add 
all the background pieces. Remove tacking 
thread and tracing paper, then press.

5 Cut 3.5cm (1½in) strips on the bias from
stripe fabric. Stitch 8mm seams to add a strip top
and bottom. Trim at sides and fold over to create
a binding. Slip stitch. Add side strips, this time
leaving 8mm seam allowance top and bottom.
Fold ends in before creating the binding.
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Visit craft-seller.
com/free-downloads

to print all our
templates at 100%,

ready to use

TOP TIP

Templates
Use our handy templates to make the fabric tags on page 27, the 

embroidered collar on page 28, the stacking elephants on page 36, the 
rocking horse cushion on page 84 and the star beach hut set on page 94 

EMBROIDERED 
COLLAR 

COPY AT 100%

30-MINUTE 
MAKES TAG 

COPY AT 100%



MAKE IT
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ROCKING-HORSE 
CUSHION 

COPY AT 200%

HORSE BODY 
CUT 2 IN WHITE FELT

ROCKER 
CUT 2 IN RED FELT

FLOWER 
CUT 1 IN RED FELT

FLOWER CENTRE 
CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

NOSTRIL 
CUT 1 IN BLACK FELT

COLLAR SWIRL 
CUT 2 IN YELLOW FELT
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BRIDLE TRIM 
CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

MANE 
CUT 2 IN RED FELT

TAIL 
CUT 2 IN RED FELT

SADDLE 
CUT 1 IN RED FELT

COLLAR 
CUT 1 IN TURQUOISE FELT

EAR 
CUT 2 IN WHITE FELT

NOSE 
CUT 1 IN LIGHT 

GREY FELT

TOP COLLAR EDGING 
CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

BOTTOM COLLAR 
EDGING 

CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

TOP 
SADDLE EDGING
CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

BOTTOM SADDLE 
EDGING 

CUT 1 IN YELLOW FELT

BRIDLE
CUT 1 IN BLUE FELT



COASTER
CUT 1

MAKE IT

SADDLE STRAP 
CUT 1 IN RED FELT

SADDLE BLANKET 
CUT 1 IN TURQUOISE FELT

HOOF 
CUT 1 IN LIGHT GREY FELT

BUNTING STARS 
CUT 1 LARGE AND 1 SMALL

BEACH HUT SET 
COPY AT 100%
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MAKE IT
STACKING ELEPHANTS 

COPY AT 200%

LARGE ELEPHANT BODY 
CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL BLUE BIRDS 

AND FLOWER FABRIC

MEDIUM ELEPHANT 
BODY 

CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL BLUE 
BLOSSOMS FABRIC

SMALL ELEPHANT BODY 
CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL PACKED 

BLOSSOM WHITE FABRIC

LARGE EAR 
CUT 4 IN ORIENTAL BLUE LEAF 

MOTIF FABRIC

MEDIUM EAR 
CUT 4 IN ORIENTAL STRIPE  
BLUE AND WHITE FABRIC

SMALL EAR 
CUT 4 IN NAVY BLUE  

DOT FABRIC

LARGE LEGS 
CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL BLUE BIRDS

AND FLOWERS FABRIC

SMALL LEGS 
CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL PACKED 

BLOSSOM WHITE FABRIC

MEDIUM LEGS 
CUT 2 IN ORIENTAL BLUE 

BLOSSOMS FABRIC



HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

Please send me

12 PLANTS (one of each) YPDIA12-CS0615 £12.00

POST & PACKING (UK) £4.95

PRICEITEM CODE QTY TOTAL

Signature

Card No.

Card expiry date CSVIssue No Start Date

TOTAL DUE

SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO

Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG,

Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB
Name

Address

Postcode

*Email Tel

Order Code

CS0615

*By advising us of your

email address we will be

able to send all of our

special offers. Please tick

here if you prefer not to

receive offers other than

from our company

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard Visa Maestro account

To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/cs or call 0844 335 1088

All orders will be personally

confirmed by return with a

copy of our 2015 catalogue.

Call 01386 554440 for your

FREE catalogue.

Sugar Plum

Widecombe Fair DianeHaytor Rock

Passion

Bailey’s

Celebration

Valda Wyatt Doris

Devon Cream

Cranmere Pool

Devon

Magic

According to tradition, pinks sprang up from the tears Mary shed as she followed her son to Calvary. So it became the official

symbol of Mothers Day and stands for maternal undying love. They have everything, beauty, durability and sensual heady perfume.

Good for cutting, flowering for long periods, slug and rabbit resistant. Attractive to bees and butterflies. Unfussy on soil conditions

in sun or part shade. Height and spread 30-40cm (12-16"). Fully hardy perennials.

Delightful Dianth
Fragrant flowers for long perio
throughout spring and summe

Laced Monarch

£12
Delivered
in 14 days

BUY
12 PLANTS

FOR
Excellent

as cut
flowers

rare | unusual | exciting
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GENERAL CRAFTSSTORE ROOM

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE

To advertise here 
please contact

EMMA HUNTER

Emma.Hunter@

immediate.co.uk

 0117 314 7398

www.craftersboutique.co.uk

Jewellery - Bath & Beauty
 Craft supplies - Seasonal 
Cards & Stationary - GiftsFABRICS (dress & quilting),KNITTING,NEEDLECRAFT & HABERDASHERY 

For an enjoyable shopping experience, contact us.
www.material-needs.co.uk - Tel: 01278 794 751

79 High Street, 
Burnham-on-Sea, 

Somerset TA8 1PE

MATERIAL NEEDS
I

ONLINE FABRICS

Online Fabrics is the UK’s Largest Online Fabric Retailer 
offering the widest selection of fabrics. We are specialists 
in Bridal, Dancewear and Dressmaking fabrics. Samples 

are available too. No minimum order level and fast 
delivery straight to your doorstep.

Tel: 02476 687776
Email: info@online-fabrics.co.uk

www.online-fabrics.co.uk

Indishor Productions produce
supplied content promo videos of up

to 3 minutes, to help promote your
product in a new and exciting way.

Please see our website or email any questions

www.indishor.co.uk/promo | indishor@gmail.com



Data protection: Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/

privacy-policy.

Now post your order to:
FREEPOST RRJZ-HJKA-ZBCX, Craftseller,  

PO Box 326, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 8FA

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. All prices inclusive of P&P.

BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM

Issue(s) Qty Total (£)

£

Item

Back issue – UK

Back issue – Europe

Back issue – Rest of World

Grand total

Non-subscriber

£6.35

£8.35

£9.35

Subscriber

£5.35

£7.35

£8.35

Your details: (please print clearly)

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss Name

Address

Country

Tel number (in case of queries)

Email address*

Postcode

Method of payment:
Q I enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd

(Please write your name and address on the back of the cheque)

OR, please debit my Q Delta Q Visa Q MasterCard Q Maestro

Card number:

QQQQ QQQQ QQQQ QQQQ QQQQ

Valid from QQ /QQ Expiry dateQQ /QQ Issue numberQ

Signature Date  

ISSUE 47
Awesome Upcycling

craft booklet

ISSUE 48
Vintage Americana papers

and tags booklet

NEXT MONTH IN

Our July issue
IS ON SALE FROM 4 JUNE

 Order online at buysubscriptions.com/craftseller  
Call now on 0844 322 1236 

Lines open weekdays 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO CRAFTSELLER 

Top off your craft 
stash with our 

cross-stitch jars

Appeal to on-trend

shoppers with our

rainbow cluster

earrings

Customers will 
love our sweet 
moon hanging

24 projects to make you a profit * Festival-inspired makes 

* Craft business accounting made easy!

* Contents subject to change. 

ISSUE 49 
Mini Scottie 

dog doorstop

Floral Extravaganza
FREE 

papers and tags



FAVOURITE MAKES

106 Craftseller106 C ft ll

PPretty tokens
* Cheer up chores and hang the clothes out

to dry with these washi-covered pegs.
* Decorative Washi Floral Wooden Pegs

by myCraftyNell, £3.50 on etsy.com

Picnic
* Fill these old-school bottles up with fresh

lemonade for a real summertime treat.
* Personalised Mini Bottles by

Toasted Glass, £11 on folksy.com

Home
* Give guests a big hearty welcome with
this bold and bright knitted greeting.

* Soft Neon Hello Sign by Sataras Wire
Crafts, £17.72 on etsy.com

FAVOURITE MAKES

Wedding
* You’d certainly be in our favour if you gave
us these wildflower seeds at a wedding.

* Poppy Seeds Favour by Wildflower
  Favours, £1.99 on noths.com

* ur bike and ride around town
in style with this eye-catching basket.

* Classic Handmade Wicker Basket with
  Watermelon Lining, £32, bikebelle.comm 

Acc ssori s
* Cap off your summer look with this stylish   

sun hat and channel ladylike chic.
* Sun Blue Cotton Cloche Hat by TUTU

H d d H t £46 t y

P

Handmade Hats, £46 on etsy.com 

icyc e

Here are just some of our favourite makes from the exciting  
designers and crafter ’ve discovered this month 

Accessories
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All the features of the DXL603 but

with an automatic built-in thread

cutter and advanced feeding

system for precise stitching.

With built in stitches for quilting and

heirloom as well as general sewing this

is an excellent all round machine. Stitch

selection and settings are so easy on

the large information LCD screen.

For further information:
Telephone 0161 666 6011 or visit our website

The World’s leading sewing machine manufacturer www.janome.co.uk

2XU ÀUVWPRGHO ZLWK DOSKDEHW 	

memory facilities. It has direct stitch

selection for the most useful stitches

and a handy panel for quick selection.

Go ahead  … get creative! 

You’ll just love to quilt, sew, make home furnishings and 
express your creativity with these fabulous machines. 
Packed with lots of computerised features these are easy 
to use machines suitable for big multi-layered projects or 
simple delicate sewing and offer effortless power and 
precision. With a fabulous range of stitch options including 
7 styles of automatic one-step buttonholes, these are high 
specifi cation world voltage models at affordable prices.

DXL603 QXL605 TXL607 


